
This educational program 
brought to you by:



WEEK 1 GAMES

August 31 - September 6

Submitted by Steve Stadler, Ph.D.,  
National Geographic State Geography Steward 

Department of Geography, Oklahoma State University

1.  The University of South Florida plays the 
University of Texas this week. The University of 
Texas has approximately 51,000 enrolled on its 
Austin campus while the University of South 
Florida in Tampa also has approximately 51,000 
students. The University of Texas was founded in 
1893 while South Florida was founded in 1956. 
The University of Texas averages 96,000 fans 
per game and the University of South Florida 
32,000 fans per game. What are the populations 
of Austin, TX and Tampa, FL? Why might the 
University of Texas expect more fans at its games 
during the year?

2.  Iowa State University plays the University of 
South Dakota this week. When examining a map 
of the United States, you will notice that Iowa and 
South Dakota are neighbors with northwestern 
Iowa and southeastern South Dakota bordering 
each other for approximately 90 miles (150 
kilometers) along the Missouri River. The capital 
of Iowa, Des Moines, averages 36 inches (940 
millimeters) of annual precipitation with an 
average temperature of 51°F (11°C). Pierre, the 
capital of South Dakota, averages only 18 inches 
(457 millimeters) of precipitation and 47°F (8°C) 

per year. Which major commercial crops can 
be found in large amounts in both Iowa and 
South Dakota? Why do you think these 
climate differences make Iowa’s crop 
yields in bushels per acre greater than 
those of the same crops in South Dakota?

3.  The 10 football teams of the Big 12 
Conference come from places with significant 
distances between them. Determine the Big 12 
teams from the farthest north, south, east, and 
west. The teams are Baylor, Kansas, Kansas State, 

Texas, Texas Tech, West Virginia, Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma State, Iowa State, and Texas Christian 
University. Use a map or atlas to find the city 
each Big 12 team calls home. Find the latitudes 
and longitudes of the cities in an atlas or 
estimate them from a map that has latitude and 
longitude on it. Then determine which city is 
farthest north, farthest south, farthest east, 
and farthest west.

4.  Find a U.S. map with a distance scale printed 
on it. Stretch a string between each pair of 
cities where the games listed below are to be 
played on Week 1. Using the scale on the map, 
compare the string lengths to the scale on 
the map in order to estimate the straight 
line (not road) distance between each pair 
of cities. What is the longest road trip 
according to the approximate mileage 
you estimated? 

Ames, IA and Vermillion, SD 
Norman, OK and Springfield, MO 
Salem, OR and Stillwater, OK 
Austin, TX and Tampa, FL

Oklahoma vs Missouri State
Oklahoma State vs. Oregon State

Texas Tech at UTEP
Kansas State vs. Buffalo

Kansas vs New Hampshire
Baylor vs. Ole Miss  

(in Houston)
Iowa State vs. South Dakota

TCU at California
Texas vs. USF

West Virginia vs. Florida State  
(in Atlanta)
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Thank you for your 
participation in the 
Gridiron Geography 

program brought 
to you by the 

Oklahoma Alliance 
for Geographic 
Education and 
Newspapers in 

Education. 

The following trivia 
questions are based 
on the original Big 

12 football schedule, 
but we realize the 
schedule is subject 
to change due to 

COVID-19. For this 
year’s installment 

of the program, the 
writers included 

many questions about 
civil rights where 

possible. 

We hope this 
resource will help you 
start a conversation 

about civil rights 
with your students 

in a way that will be 
approachable. 

If you have any 
questions, please 
reach out to us at 
okage@ou.edu and 
we will be happy  

to help.

THANK 
YOU

THANK 
YOU

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Civil rights have long been a social 
problem in the United States. Slavery 
was abolished by President Lincoln in 
1863, but many prejudices remained 
and they carried into American 
sports. The following are teams in 
today’s Big 12 listed by year in which 
their first African American(s) played 
for the team.

Iowa State University 1923

Kansas State University 1949

University of Oklahoma 1956

Oklahoma State University 1957

University of West Virginia 1963

TCU (Texas Christian) 1966

Baylor University 1966

Texas Tech University 1967

University of Kansas 1967

Research and think about the history of slavery in the states where 
these schools are located. Give one or two possible reasons why 
Iowa State and Kansas State were first to integrate their team.

GAME SCHEDULE



WEEK 2 GAMES

September 7-September 13

Submitted by Brenda Chapman, J.D. 
Director of Social Studies Education, Oklahoma 

State Department of Education

1. Tulsa visits Oklahoma State for another edition 
of the Turnpike Classic. Though Tulsa is mostly 
accessible to metroplexes to the west via a 
turnpike, Oklahoma has a much more famous 
stretch of road. What is it called and about how 
many miles of this road cross Oklahoma? 

2. It’s a good thing Mardi Gras celebrations aren’t 
held in September, or the Texas Longhorns could 
have quite the distraction on their hands when 
they visit LSU. Which Louisiana city is known 
worldwide for their Mardi Gras celebrations? 
Though Louisiana was historically part of 
France, there is a South American city, not a 
European one, also known for its celebrations 

associated with Mardi Gras. What 
famous South American 

celebration coincides 
with Mardi Gras 

and in which 
city is it 

hosted?

3. Tennessee and Oklahoma reunite in a battle of 
universities with two of the most recognizable 
fight songs in college football (Rocky Top and 
Boomer Sooner). Oklahomans and Tennesseans 
are no strangers to getting together to 
produce hit music outside of the 
football realm. Which city that is 
known as a hotbed for country 
music do many Oklahoma artists 
flock to in Tennessee? After an 
artist makes it big, what famous 
concert stage would an artist aspire 
to perform on in this city? Name 
three famous musical artists 
from Oklahoma who have made 
the trip to perform on this stage 
in Tennessee.

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Tennessee’s trip to Big 12 country links them with another 
famous Music Festival. What Music Festivals are held in 
Manchester, TN; Austin, TX; and Pryor, OK? What genres of 
music are most prevalent at each different music festival? 
Based on your favorite types of music, which festival would 
you rather attend? Map the most efficient route for you and 
your friends to attend all three festivals on the same wild 
road trip and create a budget so you will know how much 
money to save!

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Tennessee
Oklahoma State vs. Tulsa

West Virginia vs. Eastern Kentucky

Iowa State at Iowa
Kansas State vs. North Dakota

Texas at LSU

Kansas at Baylor
TCU vs Prairie View A&M

Texas Tech vs. Alabama State
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WEEK 3 GAMES

September 14-September 20

Submitted by Deji Dugger,  
Gifted Resource Coordinator 

Norman Public Schools

1. Kansas State plays Vanderbilt University 
this week. Where is Vanderbilt located, 
and which river runs through this city? 
Who founded this university? How did his 
family accumulate their wealth? What 
did this man hope would be accomplished 
by funding the university?

2. Which gridiron matchup this week 
requires the players to travel the shortest 
distance and how far is this journey in 
miles? Though both teams’ home cities 
have each had a famous siege take place, 

in which one is there well-known Spanish 
mission where the siege occurred? What 
was the name of this war and the Spanish 
mission?

3. Two of this week’s games are being held 
in two of the original 13 colonies. Who 
founded these two colonies, for what 
purpose, and what are the state capitols 
today?

4. The home city of one of the teams playing 
this week is in a desert. What is the name 
of this Arizona desert? Which plant 
(found in no other state) only grows in 
this desert? When was this university 
founded and 
was Arizona 
officially a 
state at this 
time?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
With two or three classmates, research one of the cities 
where one of this week’s gridiron matchups is being 
played. Write a brief “live broadcast” from the sidelines 
that reports on interesting facts you discovered about the 
history and geography of the location.

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma State vs. Western Illinois

Kansas State vs. Vanderbilt
Texas vs. UTEP

Iowa State vs. UNLV
West Virginia vs. Maryland
Baylor vs. Incarnate Word

Kansas vs. Boston College
Texas Tech vs. Arizona
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WEEK 4 GAMES

September 21-September 27

Submitted by  Jeff Woolsey,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Oklahoma City Public Schools

1. This week, the Oklahoma Sooners travel 
to play the Army Black Knights. In which 
city and state are the Army Black Knights 
located? If they were to drive, which general 
direction would they be heading and how 
many miles is it from Oklahoma Memorial 
Stadium in Norman, OK to Michie Stadium?

2. The Wildcats of Kansas State  
play the Mountaineers in  
West Virginia. Part of the  
state of West Virginia  
is a panhandle. In  
geographic terms,  
what is a  
panhandle?  
How many states 
have a panhandle  
and what state is the  
only state to have two  
panhandles?

3. Of the six games being played on the 
schedule, what is the latitude/longitude of 
the game that is the farthest north? What is 
the latitude/longitude of the most southern 
game? At what latitude was the Mason-
Dixon line drawn to separate the colonies 
of Pennsylvania and Maryland? What was 
its significance prior to the start of the Civil 
War?

4. The Kansas Jayhawks travel to South 
Carolina to play the Chanticleers of Coastal 
Carolina. Of the two states, which state has 
the larger population, and which state is 
larger in area? What conclusions can you 
draw about the difference in population 
density of these states?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
In what year was the first African American admitted to West Point and 
what was his name? Who was the first African American to graduate 
from West Point and in what year? After graduation, where was he 
appointed to serve? Research the first people of color to graduate from 
the other institutions found in the gridiron matchups this week. What 
else do you notice about these graduates?

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma at Army

Kansas at Coastal Carolina
Kansas State at West Virginia

Texas Tech at Iowa State
TCU at SMU

Baylor vs. Louisiana Tech
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WEEK 5 GAMES

September 28-October 4

Submitted by Johnnie Keel,  
Gifted Resource Coordinator 

Norman Public Schools

1. This week West Virginia plays Texas Tech. John 
Robert “JR” Clifford became the first African 
American admitted to the West Virginia State 
Bar. He won an 1898 civil rights case concerning 
a decision about school for African American 
students. What did the Tucker County Board of 
Education want to change concerning African 
American students? What was their reason for 
requesting this change? Who did JR Clifford 
represent in the case?

2. This week the Oklahoma Sooners play the Baylor 
Bears. The University of Oklahoma is located 
in Norman, OK. In January 2020, the Norman 
City Council passed a “Sundown Town” Apology 
Proclamation. This was presented to George 
Henderson, who became the third fulltime African 
American faculty member at the University of 
Oklahoma. Before moving his family to Norman, 
he was warned he would not be welcome. He was 
told Norman was a “Sundown Town”. What was 
a “Sundown Town”? When did George Henderson 
move his family to Norman? Why was his move to 
Norman considered a “first”?

3. Baylor is located in Waco, TX. Through this city 
flows the longest river in Texas, the Brazos River. It 
is the 11th longest river in the United States. How 
long is this river in miles and where does it start 
and end? Name three ways the Brazos River helps 
the city of Waco, TX. After many years of flooding, 
dams were built to help protect the city. In 1967, 
the citizens of Waco approved a $1.5 million bond. 
What was the result of this bond?

4. Iowa State plays Kansas this week. Carrie 
Chapman Catt moved to Iowa with her family 
when she was seven years old and later graduated 
from Iowa State College in Ames, IA.  
She was always a leader and became one  
of the first women to be a superintendent  
of an Iowa school. She worked hard,  
along with others, to acquire a right  
that had been denied for years. What  
was the right that Carrie Chapman  
Catt helped set in motion? This right  
was granted in 1920. What was the  
document that declared this right?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
There is an ongoing national discussion and debate concerning statues and memorials of Confederate figures.   
Recently there was a unique exhibition of monuments that honor Civil Rights heroes at the Spencer Museum of 
Art, located at the University of Kansas in Lawrence. What was the name of the exhibition and what was being 
exhibited? Part of the collection includes eight quilted swing coats that honor a female figure from the Civil Rights 
Movement. Each female worked with a group of black high school students who were the first to integrate Little 
Rock Central High School in 1957. What was the name given to this group of students? Create a paper collage 
of something that represents a civil right you are proud to have. Think about the colors and shapes you want to 
represent your idea. Give your artwork a title and ask your teacher to showcase it for others to see.

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Baylor

Oklahoma State at TCU
Iowa State at Kansas
Texas at Kansas State

West Virginia at Texas Tech
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WEEK 6 GAMES

October 5-October 11

Submitted by Ann Kennedy,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Oklahoma City Public Schools

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Texas  

(in Dallas)
Oklahoma State vs. Iowa State

Kansas at Kansas State
TCU at West Virginia
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➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Pick one of the places mentioned in this 
week’s questions. Design a civil rights 
memorial for the location and/or the civil 
rights icon associated with the place. 

Your memorial could include: 
•  A map showing where you would locate 

the memorial.
•  A description of what is important 

about the place as related to the civil 
rights movement.

•  Text for a sample informational plaque 
outlining an important civil rights 
event that took place in the location.

•  An explanation of how someone in the 
community influenced the civil rights 
movement.

•  A picture of the civil rights icon.
•  A quote from the civil rights leader.
•  Finally, draw a picture of the memorial 

as you envision it.

1. The Iowa State Cyclones play the Oklahoma State 
Cowboys this week. Iowa was one of the first 
states to grant African American men the right to 
vote. However, full equality would not be achieved 
for quite some time. In 1948, an African American 
woman named Edna Griffin led a protest against 
the Katz Drug Store in Des Moines, IA because 
they refused to serve her ice cream at their lunch 
counter. Griffin won her lawsuit. How much money 
did the court award her?

2. Kansas is the home of the Jayhawks and the 
Wildcats, and is also the state where one of 
the most significant court cases in American 
history took place. The case of Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka, KS (1954) ended state 
sponsored segregation in public schools. When the 
Supreme Court ruled that “separate is inherently 
unequal” which prior court case was overturned? 
Which less well-known case struck down the 
Oklahoma statute that mandated segregation 
in education prior to the Brown v. Board of 
Education ruling?

3. The Sooners play the Longhorns in Dallas this 
week. Texas has played an important role in the 
civil rights struggle for both African Americans 
and Mexican Americans who fought against Jim 
Crow laws. Hernandez v. Texas (1954) was the 
first civil rights Supreme Court case involving 
Mexican Americans. A Jackson County jury found 
Gustavo Garcia guilty of murder. How was Garcia 
discriminated against in the case?

4. The West Virginia Mountaineers take on the TCU 
Horned Frogs this week. West Virginia played 
an early role in the struggle for civil rights. 
Abolitionist John Brown attempted to lead a slave 
rebellion to bring about freedom. The raid involved 
an attack on a government arsenal located in 
which mountain town? Which two rivers meet in 
this town?



WEEK 7 GAMES

October 12-October 18

Submitted by Pam Merrill,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant  

Edmond Public Schools, Retired

1. Iowa has a proud record of laws and court 
decisions that expanded civil rights before 
they were adopted on the national level. How 
did the Iowa Supreme Court support the 
rights of African Americans?

2. Preserving the culture and history of all 
Americans from different backgrounds 
has become important to many university 
leaders and students. Which private Big 12 
University is currently collecting recordings 
of Black sermons and music from civil rights 
era preachers through its Black Gospel 
Music Restoration Project? Where is this 
university located?

3. A raid on a military arsenal by abolitionists 
was one of the major events in the 1800s 
that helped to ignite the American Civil War. 
Although the men involved were convicted 
for treason and insurrection, the event is 
commemorated today at one of several 
National Historical Parks. Which passionate 
abolitionist led the raid and where did it 
occur? This town is often referred to as the 
“psychological midpoint” of which famous 
hiking trail that spans fourteen states?

4. During the Civil War, an executive action 
by President Abraham Lincoln was meant 
to free enslaved individuals living in the 
Confederate States. In what state, home 
of three colleges featured in this week’s 
gridiron matchups, was this order last read 
and enacted? About how long after the 
Emancipation Proclamation was issued 
did this state observe it? What modern-day 
holiday commemorates this event?➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY

Oktoberfests are common in this week’s gridiron 
college towns of Midwestern states, extending 
into Texas. In fact, Texans of German heritage 
make up the third largest ethnic group in the 
state. Read about the migration of German 
settlers to Texas and the geographic regions 
they helped to economically and socially develop. 
Create a diagram that lists the push and pull 
factors of migration that prompted so many 
Germans to settle in the region.

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma at Iowa State

Oklahoma State at Kansas
Baylor at Texas Tech
Kansas State at TCU

West Virginia at Texas
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WEEK 8 GAMES

October 19-October 25

Submitted by Jeff Woolsey,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Oklahoma City Public Schools

1. Several teams this week play their in-state rivals. Which matchup this week has the least 
amount of distance between the teams that are playing, and what is the distance?

2. This week in history, on October 19, 1961, this well-
known civil rights leader and 51 others were arrested for 
trespassing and participating in a sit-in demonstration at 
Rich’s Department Store to protest segregation. Name 
the civil rights leader who was arrested and in what 
city and state is the department store located? Which 
University of Oklahoma graduate organized a sit-in at 
the Katz Drug Store in 1958, and where was this drug 
store located?

3. The Jayhawks of Kansas plays the Mountaineers of West Virginia this week. Of these two 
states, which state has the highest point of elevation, and which state has the lowest point of 
elevation? Name each point and its elevation. Look up the elevation in your city or town. How 
does it compare?

4. The geographic center of the conterminous United States is located in Kansas which is home to 
two of the Big 12 schools, the University of Kansas and Kansas State. Where is the geographic 

center located and what are the precise latitude and 
longitude coordinates? What does the word conterminous 
mean? Where in Kansas are the two teams located?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
The National Civil Rights Museum opened in 1991 and is a 
complex of historic buildings that trace the history of the 
civil rights movement in the United States from the 1700s to 
the present. The museum is built around the former Lorraine 
Motel. What is the importance of this motel in the civil rights 
movement and where is the museum located? Research other 
museums that highlight civil rights located within states in 
the gridiron matchups this week. Which would you most like 
to visit, and why?

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Oklahoma State Kansas at West Virginia

TCU at Baylor
Texas Tech vs. Texas

9
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WEEK 9 GAMES

October 26-November 1

Submitted by Clayton Canon,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Yukon Public Schools

1. This hero of the civil rights movement was a powerful 
force in Texas, including the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, which is the home of the TCU Horned Frogs. 
Graduating from I.M. Terrell High School, the 
first public high school in Fort Worth for African 
Americans and Alcorn College in Mississippi, she 
was later credited with opening the Hattie Street 
Haven community center, which was the source of 
boycotts of businesses in Fort Worth who refused 
to hire black people. Later, she was appointed to 

an organizational conference by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, which provided her the opportunity to 

watch Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech. Who was this activist?

2. This emerging civil rights hero was bold and 
courageous to demand change in the football 
program at Oklahoma State University in 
Stillwater, OK after the team’s coach was 
spotted in a controversial t-shirt. His requests 
for interventions may serve as catalyst for the 
beginning of growth in the program. Name this 
Oklahoma State running back.

3. Located 58 miles from Manhattan, KS, the home 
of the Kansas State Wildcats, this city in Kansas 
was the epicenter of the fight for desegregation in 
public schools, even becoming the focus for a 1954 

Supreme Court case that 
eventually changed the 
reality of public schools all 
over the nation. Identify this 
city and the name of the 
case. Do you think this case 
completely solved racial 
inequalities in America’s 
public schools? Why or 
why not?

4. Arthur Fred Joe, another civil rights 
hero, was a leader and organizer 
of activism for this Big 12 city 
by facilitating sit-ins and 
picket lines in support of 
desegregation. Identify 
this city.

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Choose and research one of the civil rights heroes listed above and create a 
R.A.F.T. about the activities they participated in for the sake of equality.

R – Role – From whose perspective are you writing?
A – Audience – To whom are you attempting to communicate?
F – Format – What type of writing are you composing (speech, poem, song, etc.)?
T – Topic – What historical topic are you using as the theme for your R.A.F.T.?

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma at TCU Oklahoma State vs. Texas Tech

Kansas State at Iowa State
Baylor at Texas
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WEEK 10 GAMES

November 2-November 8

Submitted by Pam Merrill,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Edmond Public Schools, Retired

1. The Sooner Schooner, an official mascot of 
sports teams of the University of Oklahoma, 
recalls the pioneer spirit of early settlers. 
What name has been given by historians 
to African American families seeking 
opportunities on the Great Plains after the 
Civil War? Many black towns, such as Boley, 
were established in Oklahoma; however, 
in what state did the majority of black 
migrants settle?

2. Kansas University and Kansas State are part 
of this week’s gridiron matchups. Kansas 
women, such as Carrie Langston - mother 
of poet Langston Hughes - worked across 
white and black 

communities to promote the right of women 
to vote. What is the term used for those who 
supported voting rights for women? What 
role did Kansas play in the voting rights 
movement?

3. This week, there is an election to determine 
who will be the next President of the 
United States. Which state, represented by 
gridiron opponents this week, was home to 
a president who championed the civil rights 
and voting rights acts of the 1960s? What 
is this president’s name?

4. Two college students from the 
“Sooner” state fought for their right 
to a higher education by taking their 
cases to the U.S. Supreme Court 
in the 1950s. Name these two 
individuals and the university at 
which they successfully won the 
right to study.

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
The right and responsibility to vote for elected 
officials will be exercised this week as Americans 
cast ballots for the next president. Using data from 
the last presidential election, create a choropleth 
map of the United States, noting the ten states 
with the highest and lowest turnout rates. Where 
do the home states of the five colleges in this 
week’s gridiron matchups rank according to voter 
turnout? What solution might you suggest to 
encourage more people to use their right to vote?

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma at West Virginia
Oklahoma State at Baylor

Kansas vs. Texas
Kansas State vs. Texas Tech

Iowa State at TCU
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WEEK 11 GAMES

November 9-November 15

Submitted by Becca Castleberry,  
OKAGE Director 

Norman, OK

1. This week, the Baylor Bears travel to Ames, 
IA to play the Iowa State Cyclones. Ames, 
IA is home to the historic Martin House 
located approximately one mile away from 
the Iowa State University campus. What is 
the significance of this house in Iowa State’s 
history?

2. One of this week’s gridiron matchups is 
Oklahoma State vs. West Virginia. Who were 
the first African American football players 
at both universities, and when did they begin 
playing?

3. This week the Texas Christian University 
Horned Frogs travel from Fort Worth, TX 

to Austin, TX to play the Texas Longhorns. 
During their trip, the Horned Frogs will 
travel approximately 190 miles through 
three of Texas’ Heritage Trail Regions. Name 
these three regions. Using the map of the 
Trail Regions provided in the answer key, 
identify the number of Texas Heritage Trail 
Regions through which you have traveled.

4. The Texas Tech Red Raiders host the Kansas 
Jayhawks this week in Lubbock, TX. On 
their way, the Jayhawks will travel through 
much of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas while 
intersecting three major cattle trails. What 
are the names of these trails and what was 
their purpose?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
On June 19th, 2020, the Oklahoma State University (OSU) Board of Regents voted 
unanimously to remove the name “Murray” from campus buildings Murray Hall and 
North Murray Hall. Similarly, the Norman City Council voted unanimously in 2017 
to change the name of DeBarr Avenue to Deans Row Avenue near the University of 
Oklahoma Campus Corner. What do you notice about the date of the OSU Board of 
Regents vote, and what is its significance? What other examples of controversial 
building or street names can you find around Oklahoma or in your community? Who 
would you contact about changing these names?

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Kansas State

Oklahoma State vs. West Virginia
Baylor at Iowa State
Kansas at Texas Tech

TCU at Texas
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WEEK 12 GAMES

November 16-November 22

Submitted by Johnnie Keel,  
Gifted Resource Coordinator 

Norman Public Schools

1. Oklahoma State, located in Stillwater, OK, plays 
Kansas State this week. Stillwater had segregation 
of schools beginning in 1889 until 1956. In 1900, 
Stillwater opened its first black school. From whom 
did the school get its name? How many students 
and teachers were at the school when it opened? The 
school included grades 1st through 8th. What would a 
student from this school have to do to complete a high 
school education?

2. Konza Prairie Biological Station is located 
in the Flint Hills of northeastern 
Kansas. It is a native tallgrass 
prairie preserved and owned by 
The Nature Conservancy and 
Kansas State University. It is 
managed as a field research 
station by the Kansas State 
Division of Biology. What is the 
mission of the Konza Prairie 
Biological Station? The biological research station is 
not open to the general public, but the Nature Trails 
are open for visitors. They are open every day from 
dusk to dawn unless the bridge is out or when they are 
burning (usually in April). What are the three Nature 
Trails at the Konza Prairie? How long is each trail (in 
miles) and about how long would it take you to hike 
each trail?

3. West Virginia has three sites on the United States Civil 
Rights Trail. One of those sites is Harpers Ferry, which 
was the scene of several civil rights events before and 
during the Civil War. Which famous raid occurred at 
Harpers Ferry in 1859? What was the intent, and 
was this raid successful? West Virginia has two other 

important sites on the Civil Rights Trail - The Memphis 
Tennessee Garrison House and the home of Elizabeth 
Harden Gilmore. Where can these be found, and what 
was their significance?

4. The University of Texas (UT) plays Iowa State this 
week. Lions Municipal Golf Course in Austin, TX was 
constructed upon land owned by UT. The golf course 
became the first in the South to desegregate in late 
1950. A black boy played a round of golf at the course 
where he worked as a caddie which was against the 

law and he was arrested. The mayor dismissed the 
charges and from that point on, blacks were 

allowed to play on the course. What was 
the name and age of the boy who played 
golf that day? Even after Lions Municipal 
Golf Course was desegregated, what was 
constructed to still keep blacks and whites 
apart? What is the “Save Muny” project?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
In June 2020, a mural was painted in downtown Fort Worth outside 
the Fort Worth Convention Center as an anti-racism message. The 
mural was created by husband and wife artists, Sedrick and Letitia 
Huckaby, and citizens of Fort Worth helped to paint the mural. The 
mural is painted with water-based paint so it is not permanent, and 
took about 24 hours to complete. Those who helped paint the mural 
painted their names on the white letters. The letters of the mural 
are 36 feet high and the mural is 90 feet long. Just like a scale on a 
map, artists will use a scale to help them design their artwork.
Develop a slogan that represents our lives during this pandemic 
and make a scale to indicate the actual size. Create a prototype of 
your design, using colors and artistic creativity. Create a second 
prototype using a different slogan, font, color or some other change 
in your original design.

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma vs. Kansas

Oklahoma State at Kansas State
Baylor at West Virginia

Texas vs. Iowa State
Texas Tech at TCU
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WEEK 13 GAMES

November 23-November 29

Submitted by Taylor Woodard,  
OKAGE Teacher Consultant 

Moore Public Schools

1. A piece of Oklahoma history has actually been living 
on the campus of Texas Tech for 70 years! In 1950, a 
statue of humorist and Oklahoma native, Will Rogers, 
was placed on the university grounds. The inscription 
at its base reads, “Loveable Old Will Rogers on his 
favorite horse, Soapsuds, riding into the western sunset.” 
Will Rogers became a world-renowned entertainer 
in the 1920s and 1930s. His commentary on politics 
and current events made him one of the most beloved 
celebrities of his time. Though it was Indian territory at 
the time of his birth, in which of Oklahoma’s present-
day towns was Will Rogers born? Research quotes 
attributed to Rogers and select one that resonates with 
you. What do you think it means?

2. The West Virginia Mountaineers will travel to Iowa State 
to take on the Cyclones this week. A new Mountaineer 
mascot is selected each year during the final two 
men’s home basketball games, with the formal title 
“The Mountaineer of West Virginia University.” The 
new Mountaineer receives a scholarship, a tailor-made 
buckskin suit with coonskin hat, and a period rifle and 
powder horn for discharging when appropriate and safe. 
The mascot travels with most sports teams throughout 
the academic year. While not required, male mascots 
traditionally grow a beard. College mascots like these 
are often a nod to the spirit of the institution, its 
physical location, its history, or an important 
aspect of its culture. Explore the physical 
geography of West Virginia using National 
Geographic’s Interactive Map Maker online. 
Add a Surface Elevation layer (found under 
the Earth Systems category) to see even 
more clearly the elevation of this state, or 

simply refer to a physical map of the United States 
depicting features such as rivers and landforms. Explain 
how The Mountaineer is a fitting mascot for the area.

3. Topeka, KS was placed at center stage in the beginnings 
of the Civil Rights Movement. A landmark civil case, 
Brown v. Board of Education, originated in Topeka in 
1951 when the clergyman father of a nine-year-old 
black girl led her to the door of an all-white school. 
She was denied enrollment. In 1954, the U.S. Supreme 
Court stated that segregated education, even if 
“separate but equal,” is inherently unequal and must be 
eliminated with all due speed. This became the basis for 
most of the civil rights decisions that have been applied 
to schools since that time. Which former ruling from 
1896, which had originally allowed state-sanctioned 
school segregation, was overturned by the decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education?

4. Did you know that Iowa is the only state whose east and 
west borders are completely formed by water? Using 
an atlas and a blank copy of a U.S. map, identify which 
two bodies of water create these borders and label them 
in blue. Next, locate other states which have at least 
one border partially formed by the same waterways. 
Not including Iowa, how many are there? Color those 
states green. Isn’t it amazing how so many states are 
interconnected by the same bodies of water?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
The fight for American civil rights spans decades, cities and states – from Kansas to 
Tennessee, and from Georgia all the way to Washington, D.C. Chart the course of the 
Civil Rights Movement through the United States Civil Rights Trail with an interactive 
map at https://civilrightstrail.com/interactive-map/. Using this website, explore the 
destinations important to the civil rights movement, as well as plan your journey to 
cities along the trail. What do you notice about the spatial pattern of the locations 
noted on this map? Explain a possible reason for this.

GAME SCHEDULE
Oklahoma at Texas Tech

Oklahoma State vs. Texas
West Virginia at Iowa State

Kansas State at Baylor
TCU at Kansas
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WEEK 14 GAMES

November 30-December 6

Submitted by Brenda Chapman, J.D. 
Director of Social Studies Education,  

Oklahoma State Department of Education

1. The National Medal of Honor Museum is scheduled to open in Arlington, TX in 2023. How is the 
Medal of Honor awarded? How many Medal of Honor recipients have ties to Oklahoma? How many 
were Native-born Oklahomans?

2. The American Mensa Headquarters are located in Arlington, TX. Mensa is the oldest “High IQ” 
society in the world, boasting members who score in the top two percent in the world on IQ tests. 
Which Big 12 football head coach is a member of Mensa?

3. One key concept 
in geography is the 
idea of regions. One 
economic region 
in Arlington has 
developed as an 
entertainment district, 
primarily profiting 
off of live sports. 
How many major 
professional sports 
teams call Arlington, 
TX home? How do 
you think the current 
pandemic will impact 
this industry?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Arlington, TX was named after Gen. Robert E. Lee’s 
Arlington House. Where is the original location 
of Lee’s Arlington House? Map out two different 
ways to travel from Arlington, TX to the location 
of the Arlington House. What now sits on the site 
of Lee’s Arlington House? Why was Arlington 
House repurposed to serve its current role?

GAME SCHEDULE
Big 12 Championship Game - Arlington
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