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NATION 

GOVERNMENT
Comanche tribal government traditionally was a democratic process, 

with organized Bands, led by Band Chiefs, coming together as needed 
to discuss important issues. At one time there may have been as many 
as thirty five Bands, but during the nineteenth century there were five 
outstanding Bands which were the Penatuka (Honey Eaters), Yaparuka 
(Root Eaters), Noyuka (Wanderer), Kwaharu (Antelope Eaters) and 
Kuhtsutuuka (Buffalo Eaters).

The Comanche Nation is governed by a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Secretary-Treasurer along with four business committee members. Jointly 
the elected officials are known as the Comanche Business Committee, 
or the C.B.C. These persons are elected by tribal members, who are the 
supreme governing body of the Comanche Nation. A constitution adopted 
in 1966 sets forth the conditions under which the Comanche Nation 
operates. 

The Preamble of the constitution is: “Invoking the guidance of Almighty 
God, we, the members of the Comanche Indian Tribe with faith in the 
purposes of our Supreme Being, with abounding pride in our ancient 
racial heritage and with the determination to promote, through untied 
efforts, the general well-being of our tribe and to secure to ourselves and 
our descendants the rights, powers and privileges provided by law, do 
solemnly ordain and establish this organization and adopt the following 
constitution.” 

The constitution consists of 16 articles with nine amendments. The 
constitution was approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whom at 
the time was Robert L. Bennett.

In Article V of the constitution talks about Tribal Council. Article V, 
Section 1 reads: “The Tribal Council shall consist of all members of the 
Comanche Nation who are eighteen (18) years of age or older,” Before any 
action can be taken at the tribal council meetings a quorum is present. A 
quorum consist of 150 eligible voters.

Reflection Questions:
1. How many outstanding Bands were in the nineteenth century?
2. Who elects the C.B.C.? 
3. How many articles does the constitution have?
4. Who was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs?
5. How many eligible voters make a quorum?
6. What does Article V of the constitution talk about?
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