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Presents

A rhapsody is defined as a piece of music that has no formal structure and expresses 
powerful feelings and emotions. The Annie Moses Band is an excellent example of 
an American rhapsody as their music is considered a culmination of genres including 
classical, folk, jazz and bluegrass and their songs are rich with emotion.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY
Materials
• Computer to watch Cherokee sung by the Annie Moses Band: 

https://youtu.be/6qV0tgHNjq8  (Stop video at 2:38)

• Lyrics Handout: https://nie.newsok.com/educators/curriculum/2017-connecting-arts/

Instruments
Watch the video of the Annie Moses Band performing Cherokee. Ask students 
to identify as many instruments as they can while watching the video. Ask 
students to list all of the instruments that they noticed in the music video and 
ask them to guess which genre that musical instrument is seen in most often.

Critical Thinking
The writer of the song talks about their “Great Grandma’s Grandma”, indicating 
that this song is about someone that is five generations removed from the song 
writer. Imagine that their Great Grandma’s Grandma was alive between the 
years of 1830 and 1860.  What significant events took place during this time 
that would have had an incredible impact on the Cherokee people?

Literary Devices
Verify student understanding of the following literary devices:
• Metaphor  • Imagery  • Symbolism  • Personification  • Hyperbole  • Irony
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EXTRA 
CREDIT: 
Attend a live 
performance.

Using the Lyrics Handout, ask students to use different colored 
markers, pencils or highlighters to identify the above literary 
devices found within the lyrics. Conduct a classroom discussion 
centered around the devices found in the lyrics of this song.

For more information, visit www.occc.edu/pas


