
 

 

Law Day 2017 

Writing Contest Essay Prompts 
Grade Standards Writing Prompt 

Grade 1 American Heroes (1) Choose an American hero or heroine and 
describe how they encouraged being fair to 
others. 

(2) How have past American leaders made sure 
that people were treated fairly and equally? 

(3) Describe what it means to be equal to 
someone else. 

Grade 2 Our Democratic Heritage (1) Why is treating people with fairness and 
equality important to democracy? 

(2) Why is it important for each person to be 
able to vote? 

(3) What can citizens do to make sure that 
people are treated fairly by the 
government? 

Grade 3 Oklahoma Studies (1) How has Oklahoma’s government put 
fairness and equality into practice? 

(2) Describe how Oklahoma’s government 
helps ensure people are treated fairly and 
equally. 

(3) What is the role of state courts in ensuring 
fairness or equality? 

Grade 4 United States Studies—
Regional Geography and 
History: The Why of Where—
Places, Patterns of Settlement 
and Global Interactions 

(1) Describe how our government helps 
different kinds of people from different 
backgrounds all contribute to our 
community. 

(2) Why is it important for people of different 
races, ethnicities, and religions to have 
equal rights under law? 

(3) How did slavery and forced settlement 
impact the need to ensure equal treatment 
for people of different races? 



Grade 5 United States Studies—
Creating the United States: The 
Foundation, Formation and 
Transformation of the 
American Nation, 1607-1806 

(1) Describe in what ways the original United 
States Constitution failed to provide 
equality for all people. 

(2) Describe what features of the Constitution 
embody equality and fairness. 

(3) What lessons had the founders of the 
United States learned about the need for 
equal protection and due process of law? 

 Grade 6 World Geography—The 
Western Hemisphere: The 
Why of Where—Places, 
Patterns of Settlement and 
Global Interactions 

(1) Why is the 14th Amendment important to 
safeguarding human rights? 

(2) Describe how America’s fusion of many 
different races, religions, and nationalities 
makes it important to protect equal rights? 

(3) Where does the principle of due process of 
law come from, and why is it important? 

Grade 7 World Geography—The 
Eastern Hemisphere: The Why 
of Where—Places Patters of 
Settlement and Global 
Interactions 

(1) When do you think equality before the law 
has been most important in American 
history, and why? 

(2) How do the US’s protections of equal 
justice, such as the 14th Amendment, 
compare to the laws or principles of other 
nations? 

(3) Describe how due process of law helps 
protect the peoples’ rights in a democracy. 

Grade 8 Creating the United States—
The Foundation, Formation 
and Transformation of the 
American Nation 1754-1877 

(1) How did the American Civil War lead to the 
adoption of the 14th Amendment? 

(2) How has the 14th Amendment strengthened 
the federal government’s power over 
individual states? 

(3) Describe how due process of law and equal 
protection relate to each other. 

High Schools Oklahoma History and 
Government—The Foundation, 
Formation and Transformation 
of the State of Oklahoma 

(1) How does the 14th Amendment limit the 
power of Oklahoma’s government? 

(2) How did the 14th Amendment’s Equal 
Protection Clause change Oklahoma’s 
history of racial segregation? 

 Sociology—Formations and 
Patterns of Group Behavior 

(1) How does the 14th Amendment impact the 
power of a democratic majority over a 
minority? 

 United States Government—
Freedom for All: Securing 
Rights and Defining 
Responsibilities 

(1) What is the citizen’s role in securing the 
rights embodied in the 14th Amendment? 

 Unites States History—
Creating the United States: The 
American Nation in 
Transformation, 1878 to the 
Present 

(1) Describe the role of the 14th Amendment in 
desegregation. 

(2) What US Supreme Court case has been 
most important in securing equal protection 
or due process, and why? 



 World History—Cultural 
Connections, Turning Points 
and Transformation of the 
World into the Modern Era 

(1) How has the legal philosophy of Equal 
Protection impacted America’s political and 
social culture? 

 

 World Human Geography—
The Why of Where: Places, 
Patterns of Settlement and 
Global Interactions 

(1) How does the 14th Amendment’s guarantee 
of Due Process of Law differ from the legal 
systems of other nations? 

 


