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WEEK 1 GAMES Submitted by Ginny Rohr, 
Tulsa, OK

August 28 – September 3

GAME SCHEDULE

2

1.  While Northern Iowa battles Iowa 
State, the popcorn that you are 
munching while watching the 
game is likely a Made in America 

product.  What Iowa 
company has been 

popping fun for 
over 100 years?  
According to 

the US Census, 
how much corn was 
exported from Iowa 

last year?

2.  The University of Oklahoma is a 
public research university.  They 
were recently awarded a five-year, 
$166 million grant by NASA.  What 
will they be studying?  Why is it 
important?

3.  Eastern Washington Eagles 
will swoop to Lubbock, Texas 
this week.  Will fans fly or 
drive?  Determine the distance 
and travel time using online 
maps.  How will time zones 
factor in?

4.  The state of Oklahoma has 
become the number one 
earthquake area in the world.  
What do you call a person 
who studies earthquakes 
and related phenomena?  
Explain how earthquakes are 
measured.

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Pressure - Something’s Gotta Give
Oklahoma and Texas are among the 
top producers of natural gas. 
Safety is always a concern when 
dealing with any gas due to pressure.   
What is pressure?
Make your own rocket to find out.  
(Best to do outdoors!)

Materials:  safety glasses, small 
container with snap-off lid (e.g. film 
canister), effervescent tablet (e.g. 

Alka-Seltzer), water

1. Put on your safety glasses
2. Put about 1 teaspoon of water   
 in the container
3. Break the tablet into pieces.    
 Place in the container
4. QUICKLY snap the lid on the   
 container and turn it upside-  
 down; place it on a flat surface. 
5. STAND BACK and watch!
Explain what happened.  Why?

Baylor vs Liberty
Oklahoma vs UTEP

Oklahoma State vs Tulsa
TCU vs Jackson State

Kansas vs Southeast Missouri State
West Virginia vs Virginia Tech (Landover, MD)

Kansas State vs Central Arkansas
Texas vs Maryland

Iowa State vs Northern Iowa
Texas Tech vs Eastern Washington



WEEK 2 GAMES Submitted by Dr. Darren Purcell, 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK
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GAME SCHEDULE

1.  Bank of 
America 
relocated its 
corporate 
headquarters 
from New 
York City in 
the year 1998 
after being 
taken over by 
Nations Bank. 
This move 
fostered the 
rise of this Big 
12 opponent’s 

city to become the third largest 
financial center as measured by 
assets, in the United States in 
2017. Which city is it?

2.  Big 12 country is a great place to 
find good barbecue, with regional 
rivalries over which type is best  

often as intense as 
sports rivalries. 

East Carolina 
University, 
West 
Virginia’s foe 
this week, is 

situated in a 
part of North 

Carolina known for 

its distinct style of barbecue sauce. 
What is the name for this style of 
sauce and what two ingredients 
are the basis for it?

3.  When San Jose State comes 
to Austin to play the University 
of Texas, they will most likely 
fly. However, if they decided to 
drive to the game, what two (2) 
interstates would they drive on 
most in order to keep their time on 
the road to a minimum?

4.  The Eisenhower Interstate System 
connects many midsize cities and 
metropolitan areas. Several Big 12 
universities and their opponents 
are in cities lacking a direct 
connection 
to the 
interstates. 
Which Big 12 
schools and 
opponents 
this week 
are located 
25 or more 
miles from 
an interstate 
highway?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Look up the populations for each of 
the Big 12 teams playing this week 
and compare the figure to the city 
size of the opponent. Then look up 
the number of students at each 
school. Which ones are larger? 
Which ones are smaller? Is there a 
link between city size and the size 
of the school’s population? Average 
the population of Big 12 cities and 
compare it to the average of the 
opponent’s home cities. Which is 
larger? What patterns do you see?

Baylor vs UTSA
Oklahoma at Ohio State

Oklahoma State at South Alabama

TCU at Arkansas
Kansas vs Central Michigan

West Virginia vs East Carolina
Kansas State vs Charlotte

Texas vs San Jose State
Iowa State vs Iowa

Texas Tech vs Arizona State

September 4 - 10



WEEK 3 GAMES Submitted by Jeff Woolsey, Jefferson Middle 
School, Oklahoma City, OK

GAME SCHEDULE

September 11 - 17

1.  Oklahoma State travels to Pittsburgh this week, 
which is in western Pennsylvania.  Pittsburgh sits at 
the junction of which 3 rivers? Of the 3 rivers, how 
many miles is the longest river? Which states does 
it pass or flow through before ending in Cairo, Illinois, 
where it joins the Mississippi river?

2.  The Cardinals of Iowa State will 
fly into Akron to take on the Zippers 

this week. Although their mascot is 
a Kangaroo named Zippy, Zippers 

are a pair of rubber overshoes and 
a brand name of the BF Goodrich 

tire company.  Akron in the early 20th 
century was once home to four major 

tire companies and known as the rubber 
capital of the world. Name the four tire 

companies.

3.  The Baylor Bears will travel 
to North Carolina to play Duke 

University.  If they were to travel by bus, 
what city would they 
leave from, which 
interstates would they 
take, how many miles 
is the trip and what 
states would they 
pass through before 
arriving in what city?

4.  The Jayhawks will flock to Tiger territory this week. 
Memphis’ city charter was repealed by the State of 
Tennessee in 1879 following a yellow fever epidemic 
in 1878. What percentage 
of the population caught 
the fever? How was it 
spread? What virus is 
a major concern today 
that is spread by the 
same insect?
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➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY 

This is a non-conference week for all Big 12 

teams, how many Big 12 teams will have to 

travel and how many Big 12 teams are at 

home this week? Name the teams that have 

away games.  Out of all the games, which 

team will have the farthest to travel and how 

far? Which team will have the shortest to 

travel and how far?

Baylor at Duke
Oklahoma vs Tulane

Oklahoma State at Pittsburgh

TCU vs SMU
Kansas at Ohio

West Virginia vs Delaware State

Kansas State at Vanderbilt
Texas at USC

Iowa State at Akron



WEEK 4 GAMES

September 18-24

GAME SCHEDULE

Submitted by Janet Hall, 
Bethany Middle School, Bethany, OK

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
The hometowns of all of this 

week’s teams are located within the 

Mississippi River Basin.  What is a 

river basin?  Draw the boundaries 

of the Mississippi River Basin on a 

map of the U.S.
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Baylor vs Oklahoma Oklahoma State vs TCU
Texas Tech vs Houston

Kansas vs West Virginia

1.  There is one non-conference game 
this weekend.  The school hosting 
this game was hoping to become 
part of the Big 12 Conference. But 
the conference decided against 
expanding, so this team is still 
not part of the conference. The 
hosting city is also a famous 
international port. What city is 
the home of this week’s non-
conference game and what two 
teams are playing?

2.  West Virginia University fans 
driving interstate highways 
to Manhattan, Kansas, for the 
Kansas State game will pass 
through a major U.S. city which 

has often been called “the 
Gateway to the West.”  What is 
the name of this city, and on what 
major river is it located?

3.  One game this week will be 
played in a city that was originally 
the home of the Hueco tribe of 
American Indians. What is the 
name of that city and what two 
teams will play there this week?

4.  One of this week’s teams has a 
mascot related to the landforms 
where they live.  Name that team 
and their mascot.



WEEK 5 GAMES Submitted by Pam Merrill, 
Edmond Public Schools, Edmond, OK

GAME SCHEDULE

Baylor at Kansas State Oklahoma State at Texas Tech Texas at Iowa State

September 25-October 1

1.   Forming a watershed which covers 65,590 square 
miles and the natural boundary between the 
neighboring states of Texas and Oklahoma, this 
waterway provided transportation to early explorers 
and traders. What did the Spanish explorers call this 
waterway because of its color?

2.  The University of 
Oklahoma was the Big 
12 Conference Winner of 
the EPA’s (Environmental 
Protection Agency) 
Green Power Challenge.  
This award recognizes 
the largest green power 
user. What form of green 
energy provides electricity 
for the OU Campus?

3.  Texas Tech houses the 
National Ranching Heritage Center. This museum 
preserves the industry and way of life of many 

generations of Oklahomans and 
Texans. What natural landform 
of vast prairies and grasslands, 
reaching from the Canadian border 
to southern Texas, made ranching 
profitable for early settlers?

4.  Texas Tech is located in Lubbock, the “hub” of the 
largest contiguous cotton-growing region in the 
world. Here, cotton-growing is heavily dependent 
on water drawn from one of the world’s largest 
aquifers. What is the name of this underground 
source of water?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Learn more about the importance of aquifers to 
farmers throughout the Great Plains by watching 
this video produced by the National Science 
Foundations at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XXFsS94HF08.

Explore the geography of the Ogallala Aquifer 
by examining this interactive map provide by the 
National Geographic online magazine at http://www.
nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/08/
vanishing-aquifer-interactive-map/.

Next, analyze the current challenges and solutions for 
preserving the water of the Ogallala Aquifer by reading 
this article, “Saving a Vital U.S. Water Source” (Scientific 
America) at https://www.scientificamerican.com/
article/the-ogallala-aquifer/.

Create a 3-column chart.  Label the columns “New 
Crops”, “Farming Techniques” and “Irrigation Innovations”. 
In each column, briefly describe how each approach 
to farming in the regions watered by the Ogallala 
Aquifer can help preserve water for future generations. 
Participate in a brief classroom debate, supporting 
the method you believe will be the most effective in 
conserving the limited resources of this aquifer.



WEEK 6 GAMES
GAME SCHEDULE

Oklahoma vs Iowa State TCU vs West Virginia
Kansas vs Texas Tech

Kansas State at Texas

Submitted by Virginia Silvis, 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK

October 2-October 8
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➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY Of the 
four schools traveling this week (Kansas 
State, West Virginia, Texas Tech, and 
Iowa State), which school is traveling 
the farthest for the game? Which 
game site (Austin, Texas, Fort Worth, 
Texas, Lawrence, Kansas, and Norman, 
Oklahoma) has the highest average 
temperature for October 7th?

1.  Locate Iowa State University on a 
map. How long would it take to ride 
your bike from Jack Trice Stadium in 
Ames, Iowa to the Gaylord Family 
- Memorial Stadium in Norman, 
Oklahoma? If you left on Friday at 
8 am, would you make it in time for 
kick off?

2.  Texas Christian University was 
founded in 1873 as AddRan Male and Female 
College in Thorp Spring, Texas. It moved to Fort 
Worth, Texas in 1910. What other city has Texas 
Christian University called home?

3.  West Virginia was part of the state of Virginia 
until 1863 when it joined the United States as an 
independent state as a result of the Wheeling 
Convention of 1861. 
What other two 
states were formally 
considered to be the 
territory of an existing 
state before they 
joined the Union?

4.  The University of Texas’s oldest campus is located 
in Austin and is the flagship of the University of 
Texas System. The system composes seven other 
universities with campuses in twelve other Texas 
towns, what are they?



WEEK 7 GAMES Submitted by Jeff Woolsey, 
Jefferson Middle School, Oklahoma City, OK

GAME SCHEDULE
 Baylor at Oklahoma State 

Oklahoma vs Texas (Dallas)
Oklahoma State vs Baylor

TCU at Kansas State
Kansas at Iowa State

West Virginia vs Texas Tech

October 9-October 15
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1.  Oklahoma will travel to Dallas to 
play Texas in the Cotton Bowl. 
While traveling they will cross over 
a river that forms part of the border 
between these two states, which 
is also the namesake of this rivalry. 
What is the name of this river?  
How far is each university from the 
Cotton Bowl?

2.  Ten universities comprise the Big 
12, which university is the oldest 
and which is the youngest? What 
state(s) are they located in?

3.  The Kansas Jayhawks will travel to 
Ames, Iowa to play the Iowa State 
Cyclones this weekend. Using a 
highway map or internet, determine 
which route they will take from 
Lawrence to Ames. What major 
Interstate will they take and what 
direction? What two large cities will 
they pass through and how many 
miles from Lawrence to Ames?

4.  The Red Raiders of Texas Tech ride 
into Morgantown, West Virginia 
to take on the Mountaineers this 
weekend.  West Virginia did not 
become a state until 1863, and was 
once a part of another state. Which 
state was it, and what year did they 
split? Why did they split from the 
other state, and what historical 
event was taking place at this time?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY 
Lines of latitude circle the earth and 
run east to west, and tell us how 
far north or south of the equator 
a place is located. While lines of 
longitude runs from the North Pole 
to the South Pole, and tell us how far 

east to west of the Prime Meridian a 
place is located. Together they form an 
imaginary grid around our planet. Of all 
the Big 12 games played this weekend, 
which game is the closest to the Prime 
Meridian? The farthest from the Prime 
Meridian? The closest to the Equator? 
The farthest from the Equator?

Lawrence

Ames



WEEK 8 GAMES Submitted by Janet Hall, 
Bethany Middle School, Bethany, OK

GAME SCHEDULE

Baylor vs West Virginia
Oklahoma at Kansas State

Oklahoma State at Texas
TCU vs Kansas

Iowa State at Texas Tech

October 16-October 22

1.  Two teams will travel quite long 
distances for this week’s games.  
Which two teams are they?  
Which one of the two teams will 
travel the farthest to play?

2.  Lines of latitude go around the 
globe parallel to the equator.  
They tell us how far north or 
south of the equator a place 
is located. Of the five games 
played this weekend, which 
game will be played closest to 
the equator?

3.  One of this week’s teams is from 
a university that was started 
when their land was still claimed 
by a foreign country.  Which 
university is this and which 
foreign country still claimed their 
land?

4. The National Festival of Breads is 
held every June in one of these 
university cities. Their 
city is also the home 
of their state’s Wheat 
Commission. Obviously, 
wheat farming is very 
important to their 
region’s economy.  
What city is this and 
to what university are 
they home?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Towns have historically been founded near 
rivers because they provide fresh water.  
What fresh water source attracted early 
settlers to each of the towns/cities which 
have teams playing this week?



October 23-October 29

GAME SCHEDULE

WEEK 9 GAMES Submitted by Ginny Rohr, 
Tulsa, OK

10

Baylor vs Texas
Oklahoma vs Texas Tech

Oklahoma State at West Virginia TCU at Iowa State
Kansas vs Kansas State

1.  The Cowboys face off with 
the Mountaineers.  Early 
mountaineers crossed a nearby 
mountain range to settle in 
Morgantown.  Locate this 
mountain range on a map and 
name the highest peak.  Calculate 
the difference of its elevation and 
the city’s location.

2.  Two of Kansas’ schools are 
matched this week in the 
Sunflower State.  Sunflowers 
are among the top oil seed crops 
in the world.  Besides the health 
benefits of the oil for humans, 
how is it also beneficial for the 
environment?

3.  The United States 
is one of the world 
leaders in wind energy 
production.  Of the 
states hosting a 
game this week, rank 
them according to the 
amount of wind power 
generated.  What are 
the benefits of wind 
energy?

4. The Interstate Highway System is 
one of the greatest Public Works 
Projects in history.  The system 
is named for which president?  
Why?  Locate and name the 
closest highway to each of this 

week’s games.  
Explain the difference 
between the odd and 
even numbered roads.

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY 
Hula Hoopla

Materials:  Hula hoop, globe, state 
maps, paper & pencil.

1. What is the earth’s axis?  Imagine 
you are the earth’s axis.  Your hula 
hoop will be the earth’s equator.  Hula 
(rotate) it in the same direction as 
the earth’s rotation.  Which direction 
does the earth spin? 

2. What are the circles on the globe 
that are parallel to the equator?  

3. Using state maps, record the 
latitude where each game will be 
playing this week.



October 30-November 5
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WEEK 10 GAMES Submitted by LeaAnn Wyrick, 
Broken Bow High School, Broken Bow, OK

GAME SCHEDULE

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Most college students spend 
countless hours preparing 
scholarship applications and 
researching their potential college 
options.  Another important factor 
when choosing a school, is the 
city in which the college is located.  
City-Data.com is a useful tool 
based on information from the 
U.S. Census Bureau. This easy-
to-use website provides basic 
information about any town or 
city in the United States.  Search 
the ten college towns from our 
game day list on City-Data.com.  
Find the city location on the map, 
population, median resident age, 
median gross rent, crime rate, and 
median income of each town.

Baylor at Kansas
Oklahoma at Oklahoma State

TCU vs Texas
West Virginia vs Iowa State

Kansas State at Texas Tech

1.  Iowa State will meet West 
Virginia this week for a 
showdown on the gridiron. Lewis 
and Clark’s Corps of Discovery 
Expedition, stretched from the 
Midwest to the Pacific Ocean 
between May of 1804 and 
September of 1806.  The Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail 
is 3,700 miles long, extending 
through eleven states, including 
Kansas and Iowa.  Use Google 
maps to locate and name the 
other nine states the National 
Historic Trail Crosses and follow 
it on the map.  Who was the 
President of the United States 
who commissioned Lewis and 
Clark for the Expedition?  What 
were they looking for?  How 
many people were on the 
expedition?

2.  The historic Bedlam rivalry lives 
on, as the Oklahoma State 
University Cowboys challenge the 
University of Oklahoma Sooners.  
Oklahoma is not only known for 
great football teams but also for 
its amazing physical features 
and wildlife.  One of Oklahoma’s 
tiniest inhabitants is its state 
insect, the honey bee.  This small 
creature is extremely important 
in nature and to humans. It 

is estimated that 
approximately 1/3 of all 

food Americans eat 
is directly or indirectly 
pollinated by the honey 

bee!  On which continents 
are honeybees found? How 

many states have adopted the 
honey bee as their state insect?  
What is the biggest threat to 
honey bees?  What are major 
ways humans are affected by 
honey bee pollination?

3.  West Virginia is often referred to 
as the southernmost northern 
state, and the northern most 
southern state.  Regional 
boundaries have changed 
throughout history. Due to 
West Virginia’s unique location 
and shape, the state’s history 
(especially during the Civil War) 
has been affected by the blurred 
boundaries.   Regional boundaries 
formally applied to determine 
the North from the South have 
included the Rappahannock River, 
the Potomac River, The Ohio 
River, Mason-Dixon Line and 
U.S. Route 40.  Look at a map 
and determine if you think it is 
a southern state or a northern 
state. Explain your answer.

4.  The Texas Christian University 
Horned Frogs will take on the 
Texas Longhorns.  Texas is home 
to King’s Ranch, the largest ranch 
in the U.S. and one of the largest 
ranches in the world.  King’s 
Ranch is located near the town 
of Kingsville, in South Texas. How 
large is King’s Ranch? Who were 
the two original owners of the 
ranch in 1852?  What has been 
the official brand, since the 1860’s, 
for King’s Ranch? MAP SKILLS:  
The four separate divisions of the 
ranch stretch across which six 
South Texas counties?



WEEK 11 GAMES Submitted by Jeff Woolsey, 
Jefferson Middle School, Oklahoma City, OK

November 6-November 12
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GAME SCHEDULE

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY 

Each university has their own mascot, and they are an important visual representation of that school. A mascot 

fosters and builds unity among the student population by focusing on the positive behavioral features and 

attributes that the mascot displays. Mascots tend to be animals, but can also be anything from plants, a person 

or an object.  Which of the Big 12 schools mascots are animals? Are birds? Are human or an object? Create a 

table and list out each school and their mascot. If you had a mascot, who or what would it be and why?

Baylor vs Texas Tech (Arlington)
Oklahoma vs TCU

Oklahoma State at Iowa State
Kansas at Texas

West Virginia at Kansas State

1.  This Big 12 University is located in a 
city that lies in a region historically 
and geographically known as the 
Llano Estacado. This region is one 
of the largest mesas on the North 
American continent.  Name the 
university and city it is located in. 
What is a mesa?

2.  The Texas Tech Raiders will square 
off this week against the Baylor 
Bears.  From which city will the 
team leave, and to which city are 
they travelling? What route will 
they take and how many miles?

3.  Using an atlas or other reference 
find the names and locations of 
where 3 of the 5 games will be 
played this week.  The latitude and 
longitude coordinates for these 
cities are: 

 (1) 39°N, 96°W   

 (2) 35°N, 97°W    

 (3) 42°N, 937°W

4. One of this week’s Big 12 games is 
being played in a city that is also 
a state capital. It is also the most 
southerly capital of the contiguous 
forty-eight states. What city is it 
and what is the city’s nickname?



GAME SCHEDULE

Baylor vs Iowa State
Oklahoma at Kansas

Oklahoma State vs Kansas State TCU at Texas Tech
West Virginia vs Texas

WEEK 12 GAMES Submitted by Janet Hall, 
Bethany Middle School, Bethany, OK

13

November 13-November 19

1.  Lines of longitude run from the 
North Pole to the South Pole.  
They tell us how far east or west 
of the Prime Meridian a place 
is located.   Of the four games 
played this weekend, which game 
is closest to the Prime Meridian?

2.  Two of the schools with games 
this week were started several 
years before their territory was a 
state.  Which schools were they, 
and how many years after they 
began did their territory receive 
statehood?

3.  Four of this week’s teams are 
from universities which were 
originally set up as land-grant 
colleges.  What four schools 
began this way, and what are 
land-grant colleges?

4. The state motto of West Virginia 
is, “Mountaineers are always 
free.”  Although West Virginia 
University calls themselves 
the Mountaineers, most state 
mottos do not end up being part 
of universities’ mascots. The 
other teams playing this week 
are from Texas, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma.  What are the state 
mottos for those three states?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
There are four out-of-state games 

this week, two in Texas, one in 

West Virginia, and one in Kansas.  

Plan a road trip to one of these 

games.  What highways would you 

use?  Through what major cities 

would you pass?  How long would 

your trip take?  Choose three 

specific sites or attractions you 

would see along the way.



WEEK 13 GAMES Submitted by Bill Amburn, 
Bartlesville, OK
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November 20-November 26

GAME SCHEDULE

Baylor at TCU
Oklahoma vs West Virginia

Oklahoma State vs Kansas Kansas State vs Iowa State
Texas vs Texas Tech

1.  A few of the games this week 
will be played in Texas over 
the Thanksgiving holiday. One 
Texas State Park is home to the 
second largest canyon in the 
United States. Name this Texas 
treasure.

2.  Both OU and OSU play their 
games at home this week. 
If Cowboy and Sooner fans 
wanted to getaway and spend 
their Thanksgiving holiday in 
a place that feels more like 
Colorado than 
Oklahoma 

they could head to a state 
park in southeast Oklahoma. 
This park has a mountainous 
area with pine and hardwood 
forests, Mountain Fork River, 
Broken Bow Lake, hiking trails, 
horseback riding, canoeing, and 
trout fishing.  Name this famous 
Oklahoma State Park.

3.  The Prairie Spirit Trail is a great 
place to take a break from the 
indoors and go for a bike ride 
or a hike. This trail extends 51 
miles along a former railroad 
bed and connects 10 rural 
communities. Which Big 12 
Fans are most likely to take 
advantage of this trail? The trail 
is located in what plains?

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY

This Thanksgiving many will travel 

to the Great Salt Plains State Park in 

Oklahoma.  The truly fascinating, flat, 

white ground looks out of place in 

Oklahoma but holds buried treasure.  

Take a look at the website http://

www.travelok.com/listings/view.

profile/id.3204 for information and 

answer the following.

Where is it located in Oklahoma? How 

salty is the lake? Why does it have so 

much salt? What unusual item can be 

dug up from the Great Salt Plains? 

4.  West Virginia plays Oklahoma but 
many Mountaineers won’t make 
the trek to Norman. Instead, they 
can head to a State Forest east of 
Morgantown for some hiking, trout 
fishing, and animal watching.  This 

forest is named after a 
man who hid for years 

trying to escape 
law enforcement.  
Hikers will want to 

check out the view 
of the Cheat River 

Gorge from the rock 
cliffs.  Name this West Virginia 
State Forest and the mountain 
range in which it is located.



WEEK 14 GAMES Submitted by Dr. J. Scott Greene, 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK

GAME SCHEDULE
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November 27-December 3

Big 12 Championship

➥ OVERTIME ACTIVITY
Arlington straddles a divide 

between two distinct geological 

areas.  The first is the Eagle Ford 

Group, which is a sedimentary 

formation associated with large 

amounts of oil and natural gas, 

much of which has recently been 

unlocked through unconventional 

extraction methods such as 

hydraulic fracturing. The second 

natural feature associated with 

Arlington is covered with what 

has been described as “the cast 

iron forest” due to the hard and 

tough nature of the oak trees 

present in this area.  Imagine that 

you are traveling from Oklahoma 

City to Dallas in the 1700s.  Using 

the resources you can find online, 

design the fastest route between 

the two locations, and then also 

design a travel route that goes 

AROUND the cross timbers.  

Estimate how much extra time it 

would take you to travel around 

this natural barrier.

1.  Located in Arlington is the 
International Bowling Hall of Fame 
and the International Bowling 
Museum. Bowling balls and 
bowling pins have been identified 
in remains dating back as far as 
5000 years ago.   Where is the 
location generally considered to be 
the birthplace of bowling?

2. Also located in Arlington is Six 
Flags over Texas.  It opened in 
1961 as the first park in what 
is now a company with annual 
revenues of over $1.25 billion 

dollars. The 
park and the 
company are 
named after the 
nations which 
have flown 
their sovereign 
flags over the 
state of Texas.  
Name the two 
European 
countries 

whose flags fly over Texas.

3.  The national office of the oldest 
and largest high IQ society, Mensa, 
is found in Arlington.   Mensa was 
founded in 1946 in Oxford college 
in the UK, and to be eligible for 
membership 
in Mensa one 
must take a 
standardized 
IQ test 
and score 
in at least 
the 98th 
percentile.  Which Scandinavian 
country, with approximately 1 
person out of every 2,000, has the 
highest per capita rate of Mensa 
membership?

4.  In the 1930s, Arlington was the 
one of the largest gambling 
destinations in the country.  
Nowadays, most people think of 
Las Vegas when they think of the 
gaming industry.  Casinos on the 
Las Vegas strip generate over 
$6 billion every year in gaming 
revenue. While this number is 
impressive, it is small compared 
to the over $28 billion per year 
from a city in Asia.  This city has 
the 8 largest casinos worldwide, 
one of which had 2014 revenue 
approximately equivalent to the 
money generated along the entire 

Las Vegas strip.  Provide the name 
of this city and the country in 
which it resides.




