
Three Branches of Government

Law-Related Education

Take advantage of the Law Day writing and 
art contests for students Pre-K – 12th grade! 

The submission deadline is Jan. 12, 2018. 
For more information, visit 

www.tinyurl.com/lawdaycontest

LAW DAY STUDENT CONTEST:

When the United States was formed, the framers of the Constitution 
were nervous about giving one person or group too much power in the 
new government. The Revolutionary War was the result of American 
colonists feeling as if they had no power to change the government. 
The framers wanted to make sure that wouldn’t happen again so they 
created three separate branches of government – judicial, executive 
and legislative.  Each branch of government would be tasked with 
a specific role. Looking at how laws are made is a good way to 
understand how the three branches balance their power. 

To make a law, the legislative branch introduces and votes for a bill 
(what a law is called before it’s a law). If the legislative branch votes 
for the bill, it goes to the president in the executive branch to sign. If 
the president thinks the bill would be good for the country, the bill is 
signed into law. If the president does not think it would make good 
law, the bill can be vetoed, preventing it from becoming a law. If the 
bill is vetoed, the legislative branch has one more chance to make 
it a law. With enough votes, the legislative branch can override the 
veto and make the bill a law without the president’s signature. Once 
a law is in place, it’s up to the judicial branch to ensure the law is 
constitutional and to make sure the law is applied fairly.

Classroom Discussion: 
-Discuss the role of the judicial branch in making sure laws are 
constitutional. 

Student Activities: 
-In a computer lab, have students play the “Branches of Power” game 
on iCivics.com, www.icivics.org/games/branches-power.
-Ask students to write a poem or a short narrative.  See writing prompts 
listed on the Law Day website for specific topics by age group. 


