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Create an original, three-dimensional piece 
of art through carving soap. 

Supplies – bar of soap (Ivory soap works very well), 
plastic knife, pencil, paper.

Steps:
1. Make several sketches of a design for a 

sculpture. 
2. Choose the design that works best for the 

medium (soap) you are working. 
3. Transfer the design onto the bar of soap by 

laying the sketch over the bar of soap.  Use a pencil to trace over the design 
transferring the lines onto the bar of soap. (Remember that the soap is a three-
dimensional object. Sketch your design on all sides as best you can.)

4. Once you have the design marked onto the bar of soap, use the plastic knife to 
begin carving away the pieces that are not necessary for your sculpture. The pencil 
is also very useful as a carving tool.

5. Carving is messy. Keep your carving area clean by working over a newspaper or a 
paper towel.

6. Save the soap shavings so that you can compress them to form another shape to 
carve.

7. Clean up is easy. Just add water.

Newspapers for this educational 
program provided by:

Form and Line: Allan Houser’s 
Sculptures and Drawings
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa

February 13 – June 29, 2014

Form and Line: Allan Houser’s Sculptures and 
Drawings at Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa features 
many of Houser’s sculptures in stone, depicting 
some of the artist’s favorite themes: mother 
and child, animals, and portraits. In addition, a 
sampling of the artist’s sketchbooks and charcoal 
drawings are displayed, providing insight 
into Houser’s “visual thinking” processes and 
inspired ideas. 

Sculpting by Subtraction
Sculpting by the method of subtraction means 

to carve or take material away from a block of 
clay, stone, wood, plaster or other materials 
to reveal an intended form. In preparation for 
carving an idea into stone, Houser first worked 
out his concept by drawing a design on paper. 
He then transferred the drawing onto a block of 
stone and began carving with industrial tools. 

Soap is an excellent medium to use to carve three-dimensional objects because 
of its softness. It holds a line well and can be burnished or rubbed with fingers and 
plastic tools. The shavings from the carving can be compressed together, adding a 
tiny bit of water, to form another soap solid on which to carve another image.
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Sunrise, Allan Houser 
stone, 1992, 24.5 H x 11.5 W x 12 D


