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Who is a citizen? This may 
seem like a simple question 
now, but it hasn’t always 
been so simple. A citizen is 
someone who is included as 
a member of a country under 
the law. A citizen may have 
rights that someone who is 
not a citizen does not. For 
example, only citizens are able 
to vote in elections and get 
U.S. passports. Until the 14th Amendment was ratified after the 
Civil War, many people who were born in the United States and 
lived here were not recognized as U.S. citizens. The largest group 
of people who did not have the status of citizens due to their race 
was African Americans.  
A Supreme Court decision in 1857 called Scott v. Sanford (or more 
commonly known as the Dred Scott Decision) said that a person 
who was a slave or whose family members had been slaves could 
not be an American citizen. Many people disagreed with this 
decision, so when the 14th Amendment was written and added 
to the Constitution, Congress changed the definition of a citizen 
to include “all persons born or naturalized in the United States.” 
That means that everyone who is born in any state of the U.S. 
is automatically a citizen. It does not matter if you were born in 
Oklahoma, Oregon or Ohio – you are a citizen of the United States. 
This changed millions of lives of former slaves who were now 
legally recognized as citizens and entitled to the same rights as 
everyone else.
STUDENTS - CREATE A PHOTO COLLAGE
Do your research and identify a historical law or proposition 
that was voted on and passed since the ratification of the 14th 
Amendment in 1868. Think about how restricting the right to vote 
for specific groups (women, African Americans, non land owners, 
etc.) may have affected the passing of this law. Using photos that 
you’ve taken yourself or photos you find in magazines or on the 
internet, create a collage that shows how things are versus how 
they might have been if all American citizens had not been granted 
the right to vote.   
Submit your entry into this year’s Law Day Contest by visiting: 

www.okbar.org/public/Outreach/LawDay/contest
Here you will find contest rules & prizes as well as a list of writing 
prompts and grading rubrics.


