
What is 
“Justice”? 

Discuss:  Justice is almost 
universally regarded as meaning 
fairness. In legal terms, it may mean 
conforming our own actions and 
desires to the law, or ensuring that 
every human being is given the 
rights that are due to them. Our U.S. Constitution and other founding documents 
hold the promise of justice within them. But how do we decide what is “just” and 
who makes the decision? Under the American system of law, our courts (the Third 
Branch of government) play a very important role in ensuring justice – courts are 
often asked to intervene when there is a dispute between individuals or between 
individuals and the government or organizations. That is why it is very important 
for citizens to ensure that the best and most qualified judges and justices preside 
over our nation’s and state’s courthouses – citizens must have full confidence that 
justice will always be served. Without that assurance, it is difficult to ask citizens 
to respect and obey the law. Because of this, our way of life in the United States 
depends on the integrity of its courtrooms.

Get all the Law Day details at 
www.okbar.org/public/Outreach/LawDay

Lesson Plan:  Ask your students to consider the following quotation: 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” Martin Luther King Jr, Letter 
from the Birmingham Jail, 1963.

Ask your students to consider why the struggle to ensure civil rights for all 
Americans was so important to Dr. King and those who marched alongside him. 

Discuss with your students:
 • How do we view justice in the U.S.? Do different groups have different views of 

what justice is and whether our society achieves it?

 • Do all nations of the world agree on standards of justice?

 • How can we pursue justice locally, nationally and internationally?  

 • What are some of the consequences of when justice is not served or it fails? 
What recourse do citizens have (i.e. appeals or the ability to change unjust laws 
through legislative action)?

Finally, ask students to work in groups of 3-5 to look up other well-known quotes 
about the concept of justice. Ask each group to develop and present these quotes 
and who said them along with each group’s own working definition of justice.
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