
Students can submit their PowerPoint by visiting 

https://nie.newsok.com/educators/curriculum/cause-for-paws/. 

Student entries will be divided into three categories by grade 
level. The winner in each age group will receive a recognition 
award and one project will be chosen as the Grand Prize  
Winner! The Grand Prize winner will be highlighted through  
The Oklahoman and NewsOK.com and will receive a $500 cash 
prize to be shared by all group participants.

STUDENT CONTEST 

Baby wild animals need their parents to teach them skills that will help 
them to survive in the wild. It is especially important when a baby 
animal appears to be in trouble to properly evaluate the situation 
before removing them from their parent’s care. If an animal appears 
to be sick or in danger, it is imperative that students always seek help 
from an adult before beginning to interact with the animal. It is also 
important to reach out to an expert who works in the field of wildlife 
rehabilitation; they will be able to offer direction on the best ways to 
help without creating more danger.
Objective
Students will be able to identify when it is appropriate to step in and 
help an animal that is sick or hurt in the wild and when to leave them be. 
Required Materials

• Computer
• PowerPoint
• Internet Access

Overview

1. Conduct a classroom discussion. Ask students to identify all of 
the things that their parents or family helped them to learn before 
they ever made it to school. Ask students to consider what their 
life might be like had they been separated from their families and 
they were never given the opportunity to learn these things. Use 
this discussion to transition into a discussion about baby animals, 
and the effects of removing them or separating them from their 
families. Reiterate that as humans, we should always do our best 
to leave baby animals with their parents unless the animal is sick 
or injured – in which case we should seek help from a professional. 

2. Student PowerPoint project. Ask students to choose a wild  
animal that lives in Oklahoma to focus on for their project  
(for a list of species to choose from, students can visit: https://
www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlifemgmt/species.htm).  
Ask students to create a 5 – 7 slide PowerPoint that explores  
the following: 
A. What does a natural habitat look like for this animal? 
B. What types of skills must this species learn from their animal 

family for survival?
C. What are some signs that this animal may be sick, or hurt? 
D. Who can you contact for help if you discover a member of this 

species is sick or hurt?
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