
Objective
Students will be able to identify various behaviors that pet owners engage 
in that interfere with animal well-being protected by the five freedoms. 

Newspapers in Education | 100 W Main St. Ste 100 |  
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 with an official entry form 

(Visit: https://nie.newsok.com/educators/curriculum/cause-
for-paws/). 
Student entries will be divided into three categories by grade level. 
The winner in each age group will receive a recognition award and 
one project will be chosen as the Grand Prize Winner! The Grand 
Prize winner will be highlighted through The Oklahoman and 
NewsOK.com and will receive a $500 cash prize to be shared by all 
group participants. 

students can mail their poster to 

In 1965, Professor Roger Brambell served on a committee that came 
together to write the Five Freedoms meant to protect the physical and 
mental health of animals everywhere: 

Materials
• Paper
• Markers
• Magazines

• Scissors
• Glue or tape

Overview

1. Conduct a classroom discussion. Ask students to identify things that 
pet owners do that infringe upon animal welfare protected by the Five 
Freedoms (i.e. leaving animals outside in inclement weather without 
adequate shelter, chaining animals to a fence, leaving animals without 
access to food or water, locking animals up in confined spaces, etc.). 

2. Ask students to create a poster. Ask students to create a poster that 
could act as a public service announcement using newspaper clippings, 
magazine cut outs, images located on the internet, markers, colored 
pencils and any other artistic materials they can think of. Ask each 
student to focus on one behavior that pet owners should never engage  
in and highlight which of the five freedoms that behavior impedes upon. 

3.  Ask students to present to their classmates. Offer students the 
opportunity to present their poster to their classmates. 

Freedom from Hunger and Thirst  
by ready access to fresh water and a diet to maintain full health and vigor. 1
Freedom from Discomfort  
by providing a suitable environment including shelter and a comfortable resting area. 2
Freedom from Pain, Injury or Disease  
by prevention or rapid diagnosis and treatment. 3
Freedom to Express Normal Behaviors  
by providing sufficient space, proper facilities and company of the animals own kind.4
Freedom from Fear and Distress  
by ensuring conditions that avoid mental suffering.5

• Newspapers
• Computer
• Printer
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