
& Engineering
Ping-Pong Ball Launcher Contest for 

the 2016 Engineering Fair
To register for the 2016 Engineering Fair visit: 

http://tinyurl.com/engineeringfair 
Registration Deadline
All schools MUST preregister no later than February 10, 2016. 

Prizes & Distribution
Contest winners will be announced on the Engineer Fair web page 
at http://oef.org/programs/engineering-fair. Entries with winning 
prizes will be notified through their teacher on record by email by the 
following business day. First, Second and Third place winners in each 
category will receive medals. The winning classrooms of the First, 
Second and Third Place entries will receive a cash award.

Objective
Prior to the competition, each team will design and build a launcher 
which can catapult ping-pong balls at targets (#10 Cans 6” Dia. X 
7” tall) located twelve feet from the launcher table. Launcher must 
shoot only one ball at a time and should be re-loadable in order to 
launch as many balls as possible within a three-minute time frame.

Materials & Restrictions
One standard household mousetrap. NOTE: Rat Traps are NOT 
Allowed.

Additional “add on” materials are permitted.

Sufficient quantity of ping-pong balls—a MINIMUM of 3 dozen balls 
PER launcher. 

NOTE: Each team should have their OWN supply of ping-pong balls 
in order to keep the competition running efficiently; i.e., teams are 
expected to be ready to compete IMMEDIATELY when their entry 
number is called. If entries from a school must share the supply of 
ping-pong balls, please see following note.

NOTE: Teams from the same school can share ping-pong balls if they 
are competing at different times. Please notify the volunteer at the 
contest registration desk so each entry may be placed in different 
competing “heats”. If schools do not notify the registration volunteers 
they will not be allowed to share ping-pong balls during their 
competition “heat”

Rules
Modify a mousetrap to launch ping-pong balls through the air. Only the 
tension of one mousetrap can be used as the force to shoot the balls. 

Launcher and targets will be on separate tables. Tables are 3’ high 
and the facing edges of the tables will be positioned 12’ apart. Table-
top area will be at least 2.5’ wide. The Launcher must fit on the table 
with no parts of the Launcher extending beyond the front of the table 
(towards targets).

ADDITIONAL RULES APPLY
For official 2016 Ping Pong Ball Launcher Contest Rules visit:
http://www.oef.org/programs/engineering-fair/contest-rules


