
    

       
    

Introduction
 National History Day is a yearlong program engaging over 700,000 students 

in the research, writing, interpretation, and presentation of historical projects at 
a regional, state, and national level. Each year thousands of Oklahoma students 
become young historians through this program. Here is one activity that can help 
you be a historian, too!

Developing a Thesis
Suggested Grades

 6-12

Overview
 Not only do historians learn about the past, but they must also communicate 

what they know to others. When speaking and writing about history, they must 
develop a clear, concise thesis statement that makes a claim supported by their 
research and explains the significance of their findings. 

Objective
 Students will learn how to construct a strong and clear thesis statement. 

Time Needed
 Video and discussion:10 minutes
 Activity: 20 minutes
 Follow-up activity: 15 minutes

Materials Needed
 Access to internet

Instructions
1. Watch video (https://youtu.be/81IipC_7eYY ) as a class. Discuss what  

  you learned about thesis statements. 
  a.  A thesis should take a stand, present an opinion and clear,  

    specific roadmap for your paper.
  b. A thesis is not a fact, a topic sentence, or vague.
2. Have students come up with sample thesis statements on a variety of  

  topics. Examples could be video games, cloning, television, capital  
  punishment, genetically modified foods, internet censorship,   
  homework, privacy, favorite movies, and/or book. 

3. Let several students share their thesis statements. Write them on the  
  board. Work as a class to make the thesis better. Discuss how each  
  statement can be improved or why it is lacking.

4. Follow-up activity: create a document with 5-10 sample thesis   
  statements that need improvement. Have students work on their own  
  to identify the flaws in each statement and then revise the theses,   
  making them stronger.

5. See documents under the OKNHD Resources section on the   
  Oklahoma History Day website for further discussion of thesis   
  development.

Additional Information
 To learn more about National History Day in Oklahoma, you can   

 contact us at 405-522-0785 or visit www.okhistory.org/historyday.


