
Newspapers
in Education:

To learn more about National History Day in Oklahoma,  
you can contact us at 405-522-0785 or visit 

http://www.okhistory.org/historycenter/historyday

INTRODUCTION
National History Day is a yearlong program engaging over half a million 
students in the research, writing, interpretation, and presentation of historical 
projects. Each year thousands of Oklahoma students become young historians 
through this program. Here is one activity that can help you be a historian, too!

Newspapers in History
SUGGESTED GRADES: 6-12
OVERVIEW: Historians use primary and secondary sources to interpret the past. 
Primary sources are items created during the time period being studied or by a 
witness to a historical event, like a diary, letter, or newspaper article. Sometimes 
sources present different perspectives about the same event, and it is up to the 
researcher to analyze and evaluate these viewpoints to give the best interpretation 
of history.
OBJECTIVES: Students will read, analyze, and interpret several newspaper 
articles in order to understand the historical event from different perspectives.
TIME NEEDED:  Reading articles: 15 minutes
  Discussion: 20-30 minutes
  Follow-up activity: 20 minutes
MATERIALS NEEDED: Access to internet
INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Using The Gateway to Oklahoma History (https://gateway.okhistory.org/) print 

out copies of the second page of the The Independent and Dewey World from 
November 8, 1918, and The Gate Valley Star from August 26, 1920.

2. Divide students in half. Group 1 examines the articles “Democrats and 
Republicans Now Both Oppose Suffrage” and “Suffragists Poor Patriots”, 
Group 2 examines “Nation Gets Equal Suffrage.” Once the groups have read 
the assigned articles have them switch readings.

3. Have both groups discuss the articles and answer the following questions: 
Was the writer in favor of suffrage for women? Why or why not? What 
evidence was given to support his or her argument? Who wrote the article? 
What was the writer’s viewpoint? What evidence of bias can you find?

4. Have each group share a summary of the articles and their answers to the 
above questions.

5. Follow-up activity: Have students write a paragraph that argues for or against 
women’s suffrage using or disputing the evidence given in the newspaper 
articles. For additional information and newspaper articles on this topic, see 
https://www.nhd.org/triumph-tragedy-history. 

Triumph & Tragedy in 
History Newspaper Analysis


