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lEssOn 3:  why arE 
thE 3 BranchEs Of 

GOvErnmEnt sEparatE?
When the United States was formed, the 
Framers of the Constitution were nervous 
about giving one person or group too 
much power in the new government. The 
recently-ended Revolutionary War came 
about because American colonists felt they 
had no power to change the government.  
The Framers wanted to make sure that 
wouldn’t happen again. So, they created 
three separate branches of government 
(judicial, executive and legislative), each 
with a specific role. 

Looking at how laws are made is a good 
way to understand how the three branches 
balance their power. To make a law, the 
legislative branch introduces and votes 
for a bill (what a law is called before it’s a 
law). If the legislative branch votes for the 
bill, it goes to the president in the executive 
branch to sign. If the president thinks the 
bill would be good for the country, he signs 
it into law. If the president doesn’t think 
it’s a good law, he or she can veto the bill, 
preventing it from becoming a law.  If the 
bill is vetoed, the legislative branch has one 
more chance to make it a law.  With enough 
votes, the legislative branch can override 

the veto and make the bill a law without the president’s signature.  Once a 
law is in place, it’s up to the judicial branch to ensure the law is constitutional 
and to make sure the law is applied fairly.

Activities:
•	 Discuss the role of the judicial branch in making sure laws are 

constitutional.

•	 In a computer lab, have students play the “Branches of Power” game 
on iCivics.com, http://www.icivics.org/games/branches-power.

OklahOma law Day 2014
Law day is the annual celebration of the importance of law and the legal 
process. First conceived by Wewoka attorney Hicks Epton, Law Day 
was formally recognized by President Eisenhower in a 1958 presidential 
proclamation.

teAcHeRs:
take advantage of the Law Day writing and art contests for students 

Pre-K - 12th grade!  the submission deadline is Dec. 21, 2013.

Newspapers for this educational 
program provided by:

For more information, visit 
www.okbar.org/public/outreach/LawDay


