
Lesson 3: Reach Out to a 
Local Shelter
Learning Objective(s):
Students will learn how to design open ended questions and the art of 
conducting an interview. 
Students will also learn the needs of their local shelters and develop an 
understanding of shelter operations including expenses and their need for 
community support. 
Background: 
When pet owners do not engage in responsible pet ownership, the impact is 
tremendous to both their pet and to the community. When pets are neglected, 
abandoned, abused or lost - they end up in animal shelters. Animal shelters 
require significant resources to sustain a safe environment for abandoned, 
surrendered and lost pets. Their goal is to provide the best care that they 
can while trying to rehome the animals that end up in their care through 
permanent adoption. 
Vocabulary: 
• Animal Shelter – An establishment that provides a temporary home for 

dogs, cats and other animals. 
• Adoption – Process of taking responsibility for a pet that a previous owner 

has abandoned or released to a shelter.
• Overpopulation – Too many animals in one place and not enough people to 

take good care of them.
• Euthanasia – Process of ending the life of an animal as painlessly as 

possible.
• Live Release Rate – Percentage of adoptable animals that leave a shelter 

alive. 
• Surrender – To give up a pet to a shelter for adoption.
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Student Activity
Teachers, to conduct this activity you must first reach out to a local 
shelter and see if you can set up a time to conduct either a conference 
call or live video chat that would allow your students the opportunity to 
conduct an interview with someone at the shelter. 
1. The day before the interview, place students in groups of 

3–4 and ask each group to come up with two open ended 
questions. Questions should focus on discovering the following: 
1) understanding challenges faced by the shelter, 2) volunteer 
opportunities that are available at the shelter, 3) the types of jobs 
available at the shelter and 4) shelter operations. 

2. The day of the interview, compile all student questions into 
one document and create a handout for students to take notes. 
Each group can take turns during the call/video chat asking their 
questions and all students will take the time to record the answers 

provided by the shelter representative. 

Teachers, send us the handout of questions you created and 
you’ll be entered to win a $500 gift card for your classroom 
and your students could win a pizza party. To submit your 
handout, visit: https://tinyurl.com/savelivesOK


