
Visit bit.ly/17NgEVE to find 
out more about this 54-year-
old Oklahoma reading 
tradition.

Promoting Sequoyah
Reading for pleasure is the best way for young 

people to develop a life-long habit of reading. 
Each year, the Oklahoma Library Association’s 
Sequoyah teams select books for three 
masterlists targeting three age groups: children 
(grades 3-5), intermediate students (grades 6-8) 
and high schoolers (grades 9-12). The teams 
then develop a wealth of promotional materials 
and ideas.

Download the Masterlists:  
http://bit.ly/1f59oqP

Then visit http://bit.ly/153640H  
to find a smorgasbord of promotional 
ideas:
• 	 Annotations	and	Booktalks—Each reading 

team provides original annotations and 
booktalks for each book on the Masterlists. 
Annotations are deliberately short and 
meant to entice students with a good hook. 
Booktalks are designed for presentations to 
an audience or class. They are more in-depth 
giving students a peek into the story and 
life of the character. Many librarians pair 
booktalks with PowerPoint presentations or 
they show book trailers. 

• 	 Reviews,	Awards,	and	Honors—Each book 
on each list is notated with the book review 
sources from long established journal 
publications. These journal reviews are, in 
fact, what the committee uses to create the 
consideration list each year. Every book on 
the consideration lists and the Masterlists has 
a minimum of two positive reviews. 

•		 Online	Book	Trailers	for children’s titles

•		 Downloadable	Bookmarks	and	Reading	
Certificates

• 	 A	Presentation	Sampler—The Intermediate 
Reading Team is the only group that 
provides a “sampler” which is a PowerPoint 
presentation of the Intermediate Masterlist. 
Combining both the sampler and the 
booktalks can make a powerful impact 
encouraging students to pick up a book.

•		 Reader’s	Theater	Scripts—If you need one 
more push, the Intermediate Reading Team 
provides reader’s theaters for most of the 
titles, bringing the books to life right in front 
of the audience’s eyes.

Casting the Promotional Net
In today’s technological environment, 

everything is interactive. Included in the 
Smorgasbords for each masterlist are ways for 
students to extend the story, to peek behind the 
curtain, and to find out what others like them are 
saying and doing.

Day One:
It’s	Sequoyah	Book	Award	Week	at	The Oklahoman! 
Find out how to get your students reading and involved in the third oldest 
youth-choice literary award program in the nation.

Students in grades 3-12 who read three or more books on their reading 
list can vote in March for their favorite book. Each young voter will help 
select one of the next Sequoyah Book Award Winners!



Extending the Story
Teacher and discussion guides are listed in 

the Smorgasbords; each giving the reader a 
chance to contemplate the story and seek out 
the themes presented by the author. Titles on 
the Masterlists include lists of other works by 
the same authors and books that are similar in 
nature. The similarity could be centered on a 
theme or plot, or even a particular time period. 
This allows students to continue reading, living, 
and extending the experience of a world, or a 
character, or a time period—to learn and see a 
new experience through different viewpoints.

Behind the Curtain
There are author websites that allow students 

to not only see what the author looks like, but 
to talk to them as well. Many authors have a 
question-and-answer section allowing students 
to inquire further about a book or character. 
Several authors use their websites to not only 
promote their books but to announce upcoming 
tours, book releases and day-to-day activities.

Just Like Me
YouTube and Vimeo are popular sites for 

students. One way to use these sites is to find 
videos of children and young adults reviewing 
books. Introduce students to other kids and 
teens who record videos about the books 
they are currently reading, the books they just 
purchased, and their own book collection. Other 
teens make book trailers that compliment the 
author’s work. 

The Children’s Reading Team has provided 
a YouTube channel for all of the titles on the 
Children’s Masterlist: http://bit.ly/155ZeFj

Who was Sequoyah and why does 
this famous book award 
honor him? 
Need an extra credit exercise? 

Have students research this 
Native American scholar 
and share their findings 
with the class. Why is 

Sequoyah important to 
literacy and reading? Why is 

he important to Oklahoma?


