
Day Three:
Sequoyah Book Award Week focuses on the 
Children’s Masterlist of books for grades 3-5.

Visit bit.ly/1kC6na7 on the web for background on this 
Oklahoma honor—the third oldest youth-choice literary 
award in the nation. You’ll also find the masterlists, 

activities and promotional help to get your students reading and 
involved in selecting the next winning authors.

Who was Sequoyah and why does this famous book award 
honor him? 
Have students research Sequoyah using the Britannica School online reference 
resource, free to all Oklahoma schools and libraries. To get free access to Britannica 
School and other reference databases from the Oklahoma Department of Libraries, 
visit: www.odl.state.ok.us/prairie. 

Character Building, Part I
Dictionaries define “character” as “the combination of qualities or features that 
distinguishes one person from another.” If we see a friend behaving in a way that 
doesn’t surprise us, we say that behavior is “characteristic” of her. (Julie is always  
so kind. I’m not surprised she gave you a hug!) If the behavior is surprising, we say 
the behavior is “uncharacteristic.” (I can’t believe Julie was so mean!)

There are good character qualities—kindness, responsibility, loyalty, etc. And there 
are bad character qualities—selfishness, thievery, insensitivity, etc. Just as we all 
build our character traits as we grow and mature, so do the people who populate 
books. There’s a reason we call the fictional people in books “characters.”

Have students list the main characters from a Sequoyah book, and have them 
consider the following questions, via writing or discussion:
• How do the characters differ from each other?
• Do they have good character qualities or bad character qualities? Or both? 

What scenes in the book lead you to these conclusions? 
• By the end of the book, have there been any changes in any of the 

characters? What were the changes? 
• If the characters were real, which one would you 

want to have as a friend, and why?

Character Building, Part II
Visit nie.newsok.com to download a lesson plan inspired 
by The Adventures of Beanboy by Lisa Harkrader. Students 
will be tasked to create their own world and populate it 
with characters that they invent! Plus, you’ll find more 
information and resources to launch a Sequoyah reading 
program in your school, class or library. Sequoyah week 
continues tomorrow! 


