
Day Three:
Sequoyah Book Award Week focuses on the Children’s Masterlist 
of books for grades 3-5

Visit bit.ly/1kC6na7 on the 
web for background on 
this Oklahoma honor—the 

third oldest youth-choice literary 
award in the nation. You’ll also 
find masterlists, activities, and 
promotional materials to get your 
students reading and involved in 
selecting the next winning authors.

Who was Sequoyah?
Introducing your students to the 
Sequoyah reading program is the perfect 
opportunity to investigate a famous 
Oklahoman. Who was Sequoyah? Why 
is he important to history? Why do the 
students think this literary award was 
named after him? 

•	Have	students	research	Sequoyah	
using	the	Britannica	School	online	
reference	resource, free to all 
Oklahoma schools and libraries. To get 
free access to Britannica School and 
other reference databases from the 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries, visit 
libraries.ok.gov/digital-prairie-resources.

Reading and Thinking and 
Writing…
Helping students write a letter to the 

author of a book is a good way to help 
young readers think about the book and 
organize their thoughts.

• What did the reader like about the 
book?

• What was his favorite part?

• What questions would she like to ask 
the author?

• What character did the reader like the 
best? Why?

Teacher Vision has a downloadable form 
that students can use to write down 
their thoughts to help prepare to write a 
letter: bit.ly/2bKg2do

…and Talking
Use the questions on the Teacher Vision 
form to lead a discussion of a Sequoyah 
book that the class has read together. 
You can also use the activity to compose 
a class letter to the author. It’s also a 
great way to demonstrate how to use the 
form and write a letter. After the activity, 
have students work on their own letters 
to the author of a Sequoyah book.



Mr. Ferris and His Wheel
by Kathryn Gibbs Davis; 

illustrated by Gilbert Ford

Objectives:
The objective of this lesson plan is to 
foster children’s love of reading and 
learning. The following lesson plan 
will encourage children to explore the 
history of Ferris Wheels, and learn about 
modern Ferris Wheels and engineering. 

Lesson:
Students should read on their own, or 
have read to them, the book Mr. Ferris 
and His Wheel.

Eiffel Tower
Students or teacher will visit the 
Britannica School website: school.
eb.com/levels/elementary/
article/353088

…or the “Fun Eiffel Tower Facts for 
Kids” website: www.sciencekids.co.nz/
sciencefacts/engineering/eiffeltower.html

Students can read and learn about the 
Eiffel Tower.  Students should learn that 
the tower was built in preparation for the 
Paris World’s Fair.

Original Ferris Wheel Facts:
• Ferris Wheel is sometimes called 

“observation wheel” or “big wheel” 
or “giant wheel.”

• Ferris was given $600,000 to build 
his wheel for the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 

• The wheel was 264 feet, or 24 
stories, tall. 

• The wheel had its grand opening 
June 21, five months after Ferris was 
given permission to build.

• The wheel had 36 cars which 
held 60 passengers each, with a 
maximum total of 2,160 passengers 
at one time.

• One trip was twenty minutes of “one 
revolution, during which six stops 
were made for loading, followed 
by one nine-minute, nonstop 
revolution.”

• 3,000 of Thomas Edison’s newly 
invented incandescent light bulbs 
were added to the wheel.



High Roller Ferris Wheel: 

• The tallest Ferris Wheel in the 
world is the “High Roller” located 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

• It cost $550 million dollars to build.

• Construction of the High Roller 
began in September of 2011. It 
opened two years and six months 
later in March of 2014. 

• The wheel is 550 feet, or 51 stories, 
tall.

• There are 28 cabins that hold 
40 people each for a maximum 
total of 1,120 people at one time. 
Each cabin has eight flat screen 
TVs and panoramic windows for 
viewing.

• One trip takes 30 minutes.

• At night, the High Roller is lit up 
by 2,000 LED lights that can be 
programmed for “display as single 
solid color, differently colored 
sections, multiple colors moving 
around the rim, and custom 
displays for special events and 
holidays.”

Students can compare and 
contrast facts about the 
original Ferris Wheel with the 
modern day Ferris Wheel.

Activity:

Students can design their own Ferris 

Wheel using plain or graph paper. 

Teachers should take time and find 

pictures of modern Ferris Wheels to 

help inspire children when designing 

their own. The websites below will list 

the same Ferris Wheels; authors of each 

site have their own particular viewpoint 

of the wheels, which should be noted 

by students. Teachers should explore 

images of the “spokeless Ferris Wheels” 

or “centerless Ferris Wheels.”

The Guardian’s gallery of 
Ferris Wheels around the 
world:

Visit www.theguardian.com 

and search for “eleven Ferris 

Wheels.”

National Geographic pictures 
of Ferris Wheels:

Visit www.nationalgeographic.com 

and search for “giant Ferris 

Wheels.”

Travel Away’s collection of 
famous Ferris Wheels:
travelaway.me/most-famous-ferris-wheels



Extend the activity and allow 
students to construct their 
own Ferris Wheel using these 
instructions: 

• tryengineering.org/lessons/
buildabigwheel.pdf 

• papercraftetc.blogspot.
com/2014/06/a-paper-ferris-
wheel-that-really-spins.html 

Extend the activity and 
allow students to brainstorm 
inventions of their very own. 

• Teachers should put students 
in groups of three or four. The 
brainstorming session should be 
no more than 15 minutes. One 
student elects to write down 
and present the invention ideas 
of the group. Everyone in the 
group brainstorms inventions. 
Students should consider every 
day activities they do that 
could be made easier. In the 
brainstorming session, students 
should refrain from analyzing the 
ideas presented. All ideas in this 
initial stage are viable. 

• The second step is to go through 
the list of ideas and edit them 
down to two or three. Analyzing 
invention ideas should be no 
more than 15 minutes. Students 
should discuss how the 
inventions would help solve a 
problem. Students should vote 
on which invention is the best 
one to present to the class. 

• Finally, the class should come 
together and the student who 
took notes will present one best 
invention from his/her group. 
Teachers should write down 
each group’s invention on the 
board. During presentations 
students can ask the presenting 
group questions about their 
invention. After all presentations, 
students can discuss and vote 
on the best invention. 

• Teachers can further extend 
this idea by making it a grade 
competition between classes. 
A mock-up of each class’s 
invention is created. A final 
presentation can be at an after-
school function. 

Further Reading:
Earmuffs for Everyone!: How Chester 
Greenwood became known as the 
Inventor of Earmuffs by Meghan 
McCarthy

The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story 
of Bob and Joe Switzer’s Bright Ideas 
and Brand-new Colors, written by Chris 
Barton and illustrated by Tony Persiani

Marvelous Mattie: how Margaret E. 
Knight became an inventor by Emily 
Arnold McCully
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