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Inner Mongolia is a vast province in China with 
a population of more than 25 million people. The 
geography of the province is primarily made up of 
grasslands and deserts with expansive stretches of flat 
plains and mountains. 

The people that populate the 
province are called Mongols 
and are one of the 56 major 

minority groups in China. There are currently 5.8 million 
ethnic Mongols living in major Chinese cities and on the 
plains of Inner Mongolia. Today’s Inner Mongolians are the 
descendants of the once powerful Genghis Khan who ruled 
the Mongol Empire from 1206 – 1227 AD. The Mongol Empire 
at one time reached from the eastern coast of China all the 
way to Western Europe, encompassing all of modern day 
China and a large part of Russia. 

Historically, Mongols were a nomadic people riding 
on horseback and grazing on the grasslands with 
yaks, sheep, camels, and horses. They became expert 
horsemen and were known to be able to ride hanging off 
the side of their horse in order to dodge arrows in battle. 
The Mongols lived in houses called yurts that were made 
of flexible wood, which made them easy to collapse and 
mobile for life on the move. 
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Mongols have a proud performing arts tradition that includes culturally unique 
styles of instruments, dancing, and singing. Perhaps the most unique among them 
is the Mongolian throat singing. A very unique sound is produced unlike that of 
traditional singing that comes from deep down in the throat. It takes many years of 
practice in order for a singer to be able to produce the sound. 

To experience Mongolian Throat Singing, visit:  
ouci.ou.edu/mongolianthroatsinging and watch the video 
titled Mongolian Throat Singing-Batzorig Vaanchig.  

EXTRA CREDIT: Attend a live performance. OUCI presents 
the CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION by the Mongolian 
Performance Troupe on Thursday, February 9, 2017, at 7:30 
PM in the Visual and Performing Arts Center Theater located 
at 7777 S. May Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK. Tickets to the 
performance may be purchased at tickets.occc.edu. 
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