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Would you like to experience Xinjiang without leaving the area? 

Visit ouci.ou.edu/summercamp

The journey along the Silk Road brings 
us to Xinjiang, a province located in far 
northwest China. The name of the province, 
literally translated, means the new frontier. 
The province is the geographical center of 
the Asian continent and is bordered by 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
India, and three other countries. The 
population of Xinjiang is made up of 47 
ethnic minorities. The Uyghur are the largest minority group in Xinjiang and make 
up approximately 45% of the population. The Uyghur minority group practice 
Islam and are primarily of Eurasian and Middle Eastern descent. 

Today the capital of Xinjiang is Urumqi 
and with a population of more than 3.5 
million people is one of the largest cities 
in Central Asia. One of the most famous 
sites near Urumqi is the Tianchi (Chinese: 

;   pinyin: Tiānchí)–the literal translation 
is Heavenly Lake. It is located high in the 
mountains of Xinjiang at an altitude of 

more than 6200 ft. The lake is a beautiful peaceful place that is surrounded by 
green mountain peaks and snowcapped 
mountains in the distance. 

To the east of the ancient city of 
Turpan are the Flaming Mountains. They 
are named after their deep red color 
and, because the mountains are located 
in the middle of a desert, it is one of the 

hottest places in China. Temperatures in 
the summer frequently reach more than 
120 degrees. The mountains are mentioned 
in the famous Chinese novel “Journey to 
the West.” The Monkey King in the story 
is said to have knocked over a kiln located 
in heaven and the burning embers fell 
down to the earth and formed the flaming 
mountains.

Journey on the Silk Road: Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region

Lesson FOUR

STUDENT CONTEST: Choose any geographic location 
along the Silk Road in China and do a cultural comparison. Create a submission 
that compares the culture in the geographic area you have chosen to your 
own experiences living in Oklahoma. Your submission can come in the form 
of an essay, a photo collage, a video or an original work of art. Entries can 
be submitted digitally by visiting http://bit.ly/2mhNJaG. Students can mail 
submissions to: Newspapers in Education │ P.O. Box 25125 │ Oklahoma City,  
OK 73125-0125 (Mailed entries should include a Student Entry Form that can  
   be accessed online).  ALL ENTRIES ARE DUE APRIL 30TH, 2017.


