
ouci.ou.edu

Would you like to experience Ningbo without leaving the area? 

Visit ouci.ou.edu/summercamp

The City of Ningbo is a port city located along China’s eastern coastline and is 
one of China’s oldest cities. There is archeological evidence that people from the 
Hemudu Culture first populated the area as early as 5000 BC. The name of the city, 
Ningbo宁波, translated into English means serene waves. While Ningbo played an 
important part as a port city on the maritime Silk Road, the city also serves as 
evidence to the fact that not only goods were exchange along the Silk Road, but 
also culture. It also shows that culture did not just stop at the recognized end of 
the Silk Road in Xi’an, but spread deep into China.

Judaism reached the capital 
of the Song Dynasty, Kaifeng, 
sometime between 960 AD and 
1279 AD. During this time Judaism 
reached Ningbo, establishing 
a thriving Jewish community 
for hundreds of years. When 
European Jesuits missionaries 
arrived in Beijing in the 1600s they 
heard stories of Chinese people 
who believed in only one god. 

After investigating they came to find that these people were in fact Jewish and 
had copies of the Torah. In addition to a thriving Jewish community, Arab traders 
arriving by sea to Ningbo brought Islam to the area. However, the Arab traders did 
not intermingle with the local population and lived in separate parts of the city. 

Today Ningbo has grown tremendously 
and has resumed its prominence as 
an international trading port, and in 
2015 was the fourth busiest port in the 
world. The city is now home to more 
than 10 million residents and is growing 
rapidly as China’s economy continues 
to become increasingly interconnected 
with countries all over the world.

Journey on the Silk Road: Ningbo 宁波

Lesson SIX

STUDENT CONTEST: Choose any geographic location 
along the Silk Road in China and do a cultural comparison. Create a submission 
that compares the culture in the geographic area you have chosen to your 
own experiences living in Oklahoma. Your submission can come in the form 
of an essay, a photo collage, a video or an original work of art. Entries can 
be submitted digitally by visiting http://bit.ly/2mhNJaG. Students can mail 
submissions to: Newspapers in Education │ P.O. Box 25125 │ Oklahoma City,  
OK 73125-0125 (Mailed entries should include a Student Entry Form that can  
  be accessed online).  ALL ENTRIES ARE DUE APRIL 30TH, 2017.


