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LESSON #2 – WOMEN IN AEROSPACE 
Ashley Howard, M. Ed.

There are a number of women in the Aerospace & Defense industry that have paved the 
way for women today to take on a wide variety of roles related to Aerospace & Defense. 
Both Shannon Lucid (an Oklahoma native that grew up in Bethany, OK) and Lieutenant 
Colonel Arminta Harness are examples of women who have made significant contributions 
to the industry.

STUDENT RESEARCH
Ask students to research and identify a woman in the United States that has made a 
significant contribution to the Aerospace & Defense Industry. Students should focus on 
that woman’s life in terms of her background, education, career and specific contributions 
to the industry.

DISCUSSION
 1. Conduct a classroom discussion on the importance of selecting credible and 

reliable resources when conducting research.  

 2. Explain/discuss the difference between Primary Resources (firsthand account of 
historical event – photographs, manuscripts, artifacts and audio/video recordings) 
and Secondary Resources (a secondary account – found in history books or articles 
written after an event). 

 3. Conduct a classroom discussion on creating interesting powerpoint presentations 
(limiting the text found on a slide, readable font/large font sizes, using photos and 
graphs to provide context and meaning to the presentation, using bulleted points or 
ideas rather than complete sentences, etc.)

STUDENT ACTIVITY 
To successfully complete this activity, students will need to do the following: 

 1. Identify and properly cite 3 credible resources (encourage students to use 
newspaper articles, interviews, video footage, etc. – their focus should not be on 
internet articles alone and at least one resource should be a Primary Resource).  

 2. Create a Powerpoint Presentation that is 5 – 7 slides in length

 3. Ask students to give a 3 – 5 minute classroom presentation on the individual they 
have chosen to research using their powerpoint as a reference.

SHARE STUDENT POWERPOINTS. Students that share their PowerPoint with us, will be 
entered into a semester drawing to win a $250 VISA Gift Card. The teacher of the winning 
student for the semester will receive a $500 VISA Gift Card. To submit your answers, visit: 
https://nie.newsok.com/aerospace2017/


